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Editorial
Unusually, this issue of our newsletter covers the activities of two years 
– a situation for which we can only plead pressure of work. The Society 
now has three members of staff, assisted by a stream of willing and able 
volunteers and a very busy Committee, but the workload continues to grow 
exponentially. In particular the development pressures of this period have 
led to a massive increase in the number of planning applications, many 
threatening historic buildings and townscapes, and the level of public 
interest generates more  enquiries and pleas for advice and support.

It would be wrong for us simply to respond to such pressures without 
looking ahead to see where future threats might be averted – and of course 
backwards to record and publicize our architectural heritage. In this our 
fortieth year we have produced possibly our most ambitious publication 
to date, and perhaps to the surprise of our critics it was an exploration 
of our very recent heritage. A travelling exhibition has raised our profile 
across the nine counties and our staff frequently appear in the media as 
enthusiastic and expert campaigners for the landmarks that everyone loves 
but which so often find themselves under threat from developers with 
short-term interests. 

We have campaigned against the mania for replacing fine old houses 
with apartment blocks for many years, and we are currently focusing on 
the threat to the familiar “two-up two-down” terrace houses that used 
to make up so much of central Belfast and many of our other towns and 
villages. For the most part these are not listable buildings, nor are they 
generally situated in conservation areas; indeed many are in areas of 
social deprivation and have not been well maintained, and as a result 
they are seen as fair game for redevelopment. Yet until recently they 
were extremely affordable and ideal starter homes for singles and young 
couples looking for a first step on the housing ladder. Visitors to Belfast 
find them charming. Most were built in the latter part of the 19th century 
when bye-laws ensured good standards of space and light. The embodied 
energy in their construction is wasted if they are demolished. Recent 
research has concluded that they are easier to heat and improve than many 
more recent buildings. And yet we continue to redevelop whole streets of 
terrace housing – why?
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Safe as Houses?
The threat to  red brick terrace housing remains very real thanks to DSD’s 
highly unsustainable urban renewal programme, steered by the Housing 
Executive.  Why is it that everyone now understands the need to recycle 
plastic bags and tin cans, but when it comes to entire buildings – and indeed 
groups of buildings – their embodied energy is happily sacrificed?  And 
why are we determined to repeat the mistakes of the 1960’s degeneration 
projects when the wounds left in their wake are still so raw?

Areas to be decimated include parts of the Village and the Shankill in 
Belfast but housing unfitness is to be tackled in this way right across 
Northern Ireland.  In an interesting policy clash, the targeted Shankill 
area has been proposed as an Area of Townscape Character by the DoE in 
the Belfast Metropolitan Area Plan, recognising the aesthetic merit of this 
“small enclave of late Victorian and Edwardian housing”.

Loss of such historic grain also means the further erosion of close 
knit communities. While poor housing conditions must of course be 
addressed, a more sensitive approach should be taken. We need carefully 
to  mend the damaged garment, not yank the threads apart.  Urban Splash 
and others are proving how such buildings can provide comfortable 21st 
century homes. The Housing Executive needs to wake up to its wasteful 
approach and use more imaginative solutions to renew irreplaceable 
historic neighbourhoods. 
See solutions at www.urbansplash.co.uk and www.savebritainsheritage.org.uk

Loop the Loop
It has been refreshing to work with the dedicated artists at the Loopbridge 
Mill on the Castlereagh Road who have been feverishly trying to get 
the magnificent spinning mill, in which they have their studios, listed. 
Creative Exchange’s website at www.savethemill.net is testimony to the 
level of their devotion. Alas an existing planning approval means that the 
DoE is not prepared to offer it statutory protection but we are still hopeful 
that a mixed use scheme might emerge which involves the retention of this 
solid and important industrial complex.

Sustaining Skills
The National Heritage Training Group has turned its attention to Ireland 
following the completion of skills audits and training plans for England, 
Scotland and Wales.  This important study will highlight the critical gaps 
in provision and help set the scene for a desperately needed traditional 
building skills revival with inter-departmental support. 

CITB Construction Skills and the Northern Ireland Environment 
Agency are lead partners and the Society is delighted to be represented 
on the steering group together with the Heritage Lottery Fund, Historic 
Scotland and COTAC, as well as the Office of Public Works and FAS 
from across the border. (All hail Primrose Wilson, who pressed for the 
vital all Ireland dimension). See www.nhtg.org.uk

Replicate to Compensate
Shortly before Christmas 2007 we were presented with the unauthorised 
demolition of a fine prominent 19th century terrace in Quay Road 
Ballycastle, located within the Conservation Area.  The buildings, which  
committee member and structural engineer, Brian Campbell, deemed to 
be structurally sound, were taken down during a weekend following a 
series of fires to make way for an extension of the Marine Hotel.  The 
Society has asked that accurate reinstatement of this familiar piece of 
townscape, with all its detailing, should be insisted upon by Planning 
Service.  If you wish to lend your support to this campaign, please see our 
website for further details.

Quay Road Terrace, Ballycastle
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Tall Storeys
The skyline of Belfast has never been in such danger of being punctuated 
unnessesarily by tall buildings.  At twenty six stories high, the Obel will 
loom above Lanyon’s Grade A listed Custom House and forever block 
views of the river and the scheduled cranes of Samson and Goliath.  
Meanwhile, May Street Presbyterian Church awaits news of its fate 
– shall it suffer the ignominy of being encased in glass, built over and 
forced to lurk beneath a 19 storey block, losing its listed church hall 
neighbour and historic railings along the way?  And what will become of 
the Aurora, a  thirty six storey giant currently proposed to stand alongside 
the listed two-storey Shaftesbury Hospital?  Another scheme proposed for 
Donegall Street will belittle St. Patrick’s Church and nearby 19th century 
buildings.

______________________________________________________________________________________
Can any of your readers point me to a tall building that is not intrinsically unneighbourly, that 
does not obstruct familiar views... overshadow existing buildings and open spaces... [and] 
damage microclimate by causing uncomfortable downdraughts and increasing wind speed...? 
(Letter from Richard Foster to Building Design 2 March 2007)

These ego driven brutes are peddled 
as striking iconic landmark buildings 
with regenerative powers, when in 
reality they do little to promote street 
life and indeed often suck life from the 
areas around them.  What our cities 
really need are high quality human 
scale interventions.  Finding uses for 
existing buildings and their upper floors 
within the city core and filling in gap 
sites should be the priority.  If we cared 
to look across our continent instead of 
across the Atlantic we might learn how 
to create a mature, confident city with 
a strong beating heart that doesn’t need 
to shout like a spoilt child in order to 
attract attention. 

A Merchant We Can Bank On?
Bill Wolsey and his team at Beannchor Estates have demonstrated beyond 
doubt how exemplary conservation and commercial interests can skip 
down Commercial Road hand in hand.  Their inspired and confident 
conversion of the High Victorian Ulster Bank into a luxurious, world 
class boutique hotel has earned accolades from far and wide and in the 
form of RICS and RSUA conservation awards.  Consarc Design Group, 
led by Colin Maxwell, exploited the building’s distinctive character, and 
the wonderful banking hall in particular, to offer a highly memorable 
experience and one that is universally accessible. 

The Society was crucially instrumental in opposing the demolition of 
the Ulster Buildings (now the Cloth Ear pub) which is now listed and a 
key part of the project.

The Merchant Hotel and the Ulster Buildings post restoration.
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Exemplary process is also critical and we are asking DoE Planning 
Service to work in tandem with DSD to produce a character appraisal for 
the area.  This would help ensure that 19th century and unusual interwar 
buildings are retained and their integrity safeguarded, without precluding 
high quality contemporary design.  Such an approach could help put flesh 
on the bones of the proactive, front-loading, time-saving Planning Service 
it aspires to become.

Let’s Get It Right
Our ongoing collaboration with arts groups and businesses in the 
Cathedral Quarter has been bearing fruit.  It was particularly heartening 
to witness the migration of the key principles cited in the LGIR document 
into the DSD Masterplan for the North East Quarter.  The devil is, of 
course, in the detail and we will be continuing to lobby for an exemplary 
conservation and design-led scheme in this, Belfast’s birthplace.  

The Cathedral Quarter as envisioned by Declan Hill.

_____________________________________________________________________________
Too many developers, private or public, are like urban Domestos: they kill 99% 
of all known existing character. Imparting spirit of place features on no official 
plan of work. (Hugh Pearman, opening editorial in RIBA Journal, Oct 2006).

Conserving Energy and Character
Part F of the NI Building Regulations seeks to achieve a 40% improvement 
in energy savings through the conservation of fuel and power.  This is 
fine, but a balance must be struck between the push for improved energy 
efficiency and changes which may destroy the special character of historic 
buildings. Elements in existing buildings which will be ‘substantially 
replaced as part of the works’ or a material change of use could trigger the 
requirements. The forward thinking EHS guide ‘Historic Buildings and 
Energy Efficiency’ published in July 2006 helps owners find a practical 
path through this tricky territory and highlights the fact that the re-use of 
existing buildings (and their embodied energy) is inherently sustainable 
and so their dainty carbon footprint should be rewarded.

Ebrington Barracks Draw Attention
The Department is to be congratulated for positively promoting heritage-
led regeneration at this important military site opposite the walled city on 
the east bank of the Foyle.

OFMDFM set up an Urban Regeneration Company (Ilex) in September 
2003 to progress development of the barracks, and the conservation plan 
established by DoE conservation architect Manus Deery, allowed debate 
to take place on how the character of this special asset can inform its 
future.  Fourteen buildings on the 26-acre site have now been listed and 
nineteen in total are to be retained.

It [a rubbly patch in an East End estate] struck me as the most depressing place I’d ever seen... 
Drunks, to a man and woman on crutches, clobber one another with cans of Special Brew on 
their patch... wandering in circles all day between the off-licence, the pub and, when hungry, the 
chip shop, spending whatever they have left on cigs... It’s a gutting kind of personal squalor, to 
have nowhere else to go but this terrible square which offers little that may help them, except that 
which enables them to forget where they are. (Extract from Estates: An Intimate History)

The worst professional crime ever inflicted on Britain was the application of utopian modernism 
to the public-housing stock in the 1960s and 1970s. It dehumanised communities, spoilt 
landscapes and ruined lives. Its cruelty and ugliness have never been admitted or investigated by 
the Royal Institute of British Architects, which remains in total denial. Few others noticed, since 
these ghetto prisons were rarely visited by outsiders, and those who escaped them wanted only 
to forget... The Georgian and Victorian terraces they replaced could have been modernised for a 
fraction of the disruption and cost, and would have lasted for ever. But there were no fees or glory 
in that.  (Simon Jenkins, review of Lynsey Hanley’s book Estates: An Intimate History, Sunday 
Times,  7 January 2007)
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PPS14
The judgement of the High Court on 7 September 2007 established that 
the Department for Regional Development did not have the power to 
prepare PPS14 and that this policy function was, in fact, the role of DoE. 
The then DoE Minister Arlene Foster made it clear that Planning Service 
will still take draft PPS14 into account when it is deciding applications.  
She also added that DoE is participating with other Ministers in an 
Executive Sub-Committee to address the whole policy of single dwellings 
in the countryside.  It remains to be seen whether the final product will act 
as a lifeline for our increasingly fragile traditional building stock.

Preach and Practice
When the neglected QUB-owned stucco buildings at the end of Belfast’s 
only crescent came on the market the Society in conjunction with Hearth 
decided to put its money where its mouth is and obtained backing to make 
what we believed was a substantial bid for nos. 14-16 Upper Crescent.  
Unfortunately we were up against some pretty stiff competition, and the 
derelict listed buildings were knocked down for £1.6m. Such was the fever 
for property at that time that the houses were sold on again shortly after 
for an even higher price, but there is still no restoration underway.

Full Steam Ahead for Cultra
When mature trees surrounding the Cultra Railway Station disappeared 
overnight a group of highly organised local campaigners and the Society 
sprang into action.  We asked the Department to offer this late nineteeth 
century building statutory protection as a matter of urgency and the 
collective effort paid off.  We were relieved when Arlene Foster announced 
that a Building Preservation Notice had been served in June 2007 offering 
a future to this much loved landmark.
_____________________________________________________________________________
As long as we treat housing as a commodity much like any other, we should continue to expect 
fast-buck, junk homes... Instead of thinking of new homes as an integral part of villages, towns 
and cities, we insist on building the vast majority on sodden fields, sold off cheaply miles from 
anywhere, built down to a cost and reached only by car. These are then sold like tinned beans.... 
If, though, we were to add new homes incrementally to cities, towns and villages the length and 
breadth of the country, and in proportion to local populations and infrastructure, we would be 
able to find a decent home for everyone. (Jonathan Glancey, Guardian, February 07)

Minding the Modern
Fans of Brutalist architecture (including the Twentieth Century Society 
and DOCOMOMO) prompted the Society to argue for a more sensitive 
approach to improving Francis Pym’s sculptural 1965 extension to the 
Ulster Museum, adopting well established conservation principles.  
There was particular concern about the closing in of the distinctive 
projecting canopy to create a café, rearrangement of the original interiors 
and building over rather than opening up the roof. It is a great pity that 
the Museum’s envisaged design workshops did not come to pass to allow 
these concerns to be aired at an early stage.
The proposed scheme is to improve amenities and access but it is critical 
that a minimal intervention approach to original fabric should apply to 
listed buildings of all vintages – especially when substantial sums of 
public money are involved.  

The Ulster Museum extension
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Hearth
Steeply rising property prices make an uncomfortable climate for historic 
buildings. They are often modestly sized for the value of the land they are 
sitting on, and developers look at them with a very beady eye. Building 
preservation trusts find the situation particularly difficult, in that they are 
rarely seeking to extend the footprint or floor area of a building, but have 
to compete in a market where competitors can afford to pay much higher 
prices. As a consequence, Hearth has not been able to undertake any 
major projects over the period covered by this review. 

So much of the discussion around ‘green architecture’ and the need 
for low-carbon buildings has centred on new, frequently modernistic, 
buildings, that it is easy to forget that existing buildings can be improved 
to a similar standard without all the transport costs, energy used in 
making materials and the waste involved in demolition. 

Hearth was keen to find an opportunity to produce a practical 
demonstration of this, and the chance came up when we were able to 

Ormeau Park House

acquire a lease on the former head gardener’s house in Belfast’s Ormeau 
Park.   Sadly, it had been badly vandalised over some ten years and finally 
burnt out. While that was unfortunate from the historic buildings point 
of view, it did provide a blank canvas that could accommodate greater 
changes than would normally be possible with a listed building in good 
condition, and enabled Hearth to produce a Victorian house that can meet 
all the thermal standards required of a new one. 

Ormeau Park House is a two-storey three-bedroom house built in solid 
brickwork with sash windows and slate roof. The old lath and plaster 
walls have been replaced with dry-lining incorporating sheeps-wool 
insulation. The sash windows did not have glazing bars, and in the context 
of an unlisted building where no original sashes had survived in usable 
condition it was felt quite acceptable to make up new argon-filled double-
glazed timber sashes. While obviously not a replica of the originals, these 
are a satisfactory replacement and meet Secured By Design standards as 
well as thermal and airtightness regulations. 

 Hearth’s Revolving Fund has also carried out a small scheme in the 
People’s Park in Ballymena. The crowstepped gate lodge to the park is 
a charming Scottish baronial building by Lanyon Lynn & Lanyon, very 
similar to the lodge the same firm designed for Belfast Castle at that 
time. Ballymena is known as the city of seven towers, and most of them 
are depicted on red sandstone plaques on the lodge. The most prominent 
is Ballymena Castle itself (now demolished), which was owned by Sir 
Shafto Adair who commissioned the lodge. 

The house had become riddled with dry rot while it lay vacant and the 
Council approached Hearth to see whether a restoration and management 
package could be devised. Unfortunately the rot was extensive (in 
comparatively new timbers as well as old) and considerable repair work 
was required in addition to the usual replumbing and rewiring. When the 
job was finished there was a strong response to Hearth’s advertisement for 
tenants, including one lady who said it had always been her dream house. 
It is certainly a unique home, and Hearth’s Revolving Fund was pleased 
to add it to the small number of houses it now rents out beyond the social 
housing remit of the housing association. 



14 15

BHARNI 
Reflecting the introduction of scheduled monuments to the Register, 
BARNI has become BHARNI: Built Heritage at Risk Northern Ireland. 
Some 39 above-ground masonry monuments are currently included.

When buildings at risk were first comprehensively highlighted in 
Northern Ireland in the early 1990s, one of the primary functions of the 
project was to act as a kind of ‘matchmaking service’, whereby buildings 
in need of restoration could be matched with caring restoring purchasers. 
Although there have been many tremendous successes this has proven to 
be a concept beautifully simple in theory but far from easy in practice. 
With over 70% of BHARNI entries in private hands – many in rural 
areas – persuading owners to part with them either through freehold or 
long-leasehold is challenging indeed, especially at a price realistic to their 
condition. Lobbying for enhanced rates of grant aid (now a reality thanks 
to an NIEA review of their Historic Buildings grant programme), for 
better planning policy (enthusiastically enforced) and the removal of VAT, 
can all help to create a favourable climate for building restoration but, 
ultimately, in a market economy with jealously guarded private property 
rights, it is owners that must be encouraged, or forced, to act. 

A strongly rising property market during 2006 and part of 2007 
spurred on the sale of several buildings at risk, including nos. 14-16 Upper 
Crescent, Belfast; Rathfriland Market House (now on the market again 
following granting of planning permission for conversion); the former 
Presbyterian Church in Strangford (also on the market again); Sinton’s 
Mill in Tandragee; Ballagh Cottage, Newtownbutler, County Fermanagh; 
and, the former Town Hall in Donaghadee, amongst others. Sympathetic 
schemes will, we hope, be implemented on all. It is also understood 
that the former Sir Thomas and Lady Edith Dixon Hospital, otherwise 
known as Cairndhu, changed hands following the refusal of planning 
permission for a large hotel development. Concerns persist over the extent 
of any enabling development that might be proposed within its extensive 
grounds. 

Several building preservation trusts, too, have been able to acquire 
properties, with Belfast BPT purchasing the former St Malachy’s Primary 

School in the Markets, as well as a long lease on the gate lodge to the 
Good Shepherd Convent on the Ormeau Road; and Hearth negotiating the 
transfer from the NIHE of some vacant properties in the McMaster Street 
Conservation Area – quite appropriate given their restoration of numbers 
22 and 42 some seven years ago. These few examples serve to illustrate 
that there is no shortage of people willing to take on even the most derelict 
historic buildings; indeed, we are regularly contacted by interested parties. 
However, there is an ever lingering feeling that greater use of enforcement 
tools, such as the compulsory acquisition of the stables to Sion House in 
County Tyrone, is a must if the considerable legacy of building dereliction 
is to be tackled, particularly in a housing market downturn. 

Good News
Amongst the buildings restored over recent years are three that featured 
in early Buildings at Risk catalogues in the 1990s - Laurel View Villa in 
Donaghmore, County Tyrone (see above); 1 Bridge Street, Antrim  (Vol.4 
and Vol. 7) and 15 Castle Street, Strangford (Vol. 3). Two were restored 
by new private owners while the terrace in Antrim received funding under 
the HLF’s Townscape Heritage Initiative. 

Other success stories currently on site include the south gate lodge to 
Colebrooke Park in County Fermanagh (Vol. 1); Holywood Old School; 
and the thatched cottage at 20 Scroggy Road, Glenavy. 

Laurel View Villa, Donaghmore before, and after, restoration.
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Rural Housing Replacement 
In the previous Heritage Review the UAHS revealed astounding figures 
obtained from the NIHE showing the extent of their Replacement Dwelling 
Grant (RDG) Scheme. This included the formal approval of 3,200 such 
grants between 1992 and the end of March 2005, with expenditure 
amounting to in excess of £90 million – all taxpayer funded!

Our opposition to this destructive policy has been long-standing 
– since its inception, in fact – so we were keen to engage constructively in 
the review of the NIHE’s Rural Housing Policy when it began in October 
2006 (ending mid-January 2007). The background to the consultation and 
the core proposals were outlined to the UAHS at a useful meeting with the 
Executive at our offices. 

We felt able to endorse a number of the suggested policies, including an 
extension of the Living Over the Shops scheme; support for the removal 
of VAT on repairs and maintenance; support for the provision of a rural 
design guide; and a comprehensive assessment of the Mourne Homesteads 
Scheme. Others, such as the equalisation of the maximum renovation 
grant with the replacement grant, although positive, were considered not 
to go far enough. 

A traditional building on Rathlin Island.

However, those relating to our pivotal concern, the RDG Scheme, 
rather than suggesting its demise gave notice of an intended loosening 
up: specifically to make it easier for first-time owners to obtain grants; 
and, with the introduction of more Rural Priority Areas (six in County 
Fermanagh alone), allowing the more liberal application of grant, 
particularly for landlords. These, we felt, could only hasten the further 
loss of vernacular buildings in those areas. One potential bright spot on 
the horizon, however, is the suggested review of the policy in light of 
the full introduction of PPS14, whenever that may be (and in whatever 
form!).    

All in all, it appears that, in spite of the fine words and photographic 
references to pretty traditional cottages in the consultation document, the 
core driver of much of the loss of characterful rural dwellings, the RDG 
scheme, will continue disappointingly unhindered. It was heartening 
that several rurally based organisations closely shared some of our 
concerns in their responses, but, following the subsequent evaluation of 
the consultation and the introduction of some new policies, few concrete 
improvements have yet emerged.  

To list or not to list?
Legislation to allow ‘spot listing’ (more correctly referred to as a Building 
Preservation Notice) was introduced  following years of lobbying by the 
UAHS. Using this power, NIEA is effectively in a position to ‘protect’ an 
unlisted building as if it were listed for a period of some six months, during 
which time a comprehensive evaluation of its historic and architectural 
merits is undertaken. Assuming at the end of this period that the structure 
is considered list-worthy, formal listing protection is then conferred. 

BPNs have been served on a number of buildings, all of which were 
under some form of threat, including 63 King Street, Newcastle, since 
restored; the former Poyntzpass Primary School, County Armagh, which 
appeared in BAR Vol. 2,  and is  currently the subject of a planning 
application for conversion to residential accommodation; and Frames 
Snooker Club to the rear of the Central Library in Belfast – threatened 
with replacement by a 12-storey structure.  
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Affordability
Several years ago the issue of affordable housing in Northern Ireland would 
not have provoked quite so much debate. But with property replacing the 
weather as the main topic of conversation, and the extraordinary rises 
in house and land values (now deflated, to put it mildly), it was no 
surprise that a review of affordable housing was launched in September 
2006,  followed by the full report in April 2007. For such a complex and 
multifaceted issue, Sir John Semple’s recommendations were necessarily 
wide-ranging, and hard to stomach for some in places!

Whilst the headlines were captured by comments from volume house-
builders and estate agents - usually about the perceived lack of land for 
development, or the speed of the planning process - the UAHS was of 
course keen to endorse the more environmentally sound recommendations 
aimed at bringing properties back into use. 

Recent University of Ulster research (A Study into Vacant Domestic 
Property, 2007) provides some context for our concerns, suggesting that 
there are over 48,000 empty properties in the province, including many 
buildings of interest, such as those on the BHARNI Register. 

Some of the NIHE’s rural housing proposals were endorsed in the 
draft report, particularly on LOTS and VAT, but the desired introduction 
of Empty Dwelling Management Orders (already in place in Britain), 
and, more controversially, rates on vacant residential property, were 
also included. The latter has since been the subject of a separate public 
consultation to which the UAHS has responded. This policy would 
undoubtedly require sensitive and sensible implementation, especially 
where unprotected older buildings are concerned, if it was not to provoke 
widespread demolition. Whether many of the other Semple proposals will 
ultimately see the light of day, remains to be seen. It seems that the social, 
cultural, environmental and economic implications of house price growth, 
and subsequent bust, will be a highly contested issue into the future.  

Repairing and refurbishing existing homes, subdividing and adding to them, would create more 
homes [than new-build], and upgrade them simultaneously. Upgraded homes and neighbourhoods 
make small surplus spaces and unused buildings conspicuously attractive to investors. So a 
virtuous circle of reinvestment is created. This is environmentally and socially far more desirable 
than sprawl. (Anne Power, Guardian comment, March 2007)

Robbs Ferry Cottage

This cottage featured in a small piece in Heritage Review No. 4, in Spring 
2001. It is a single-storey, mud-walled structure, thatched-under-tin, with 
strong associations with a nearby ferry crossing on the River Bann. Its 
future was then looking bleak due to its unlisted status and the fact that 
outline planning permission had been granted for a replacement. In a 
remarkable turnaround of events, however, the building was listed in 
2002, and was sold in mid-2006 to a young couple who have set about 
its restoration as a private residence.  It has since featured as a successful 
case study in several publications, and opened on the last two European 
Heritage Open Days.

What a folly!
The three (originally four) mausoleums in the graveyard at Knockbreda 
Parish Church were featured in BAR Volumes 4 and 7, as a result of their 
ever worsening state of repair. Curl, in his Mausolea of Ulster, published 
by the UAHS, considers them to be the ‘oddest and finest of buildings in 
the genre in Ulster, and cannot be surpassed architecturally as a group’. 

Undeterred by their condition, and other obstacles, a group of active 
conservationists have established The Follies Trust, a building preservation 
trust capable of working throughout Ireland. In addition to an interesting 
winter lecture series, the Trust has initiated proposals for the restoration of 
the mausolea at Knockbreda, two of which are due to be conserved in late 
2008 following initial temporary work to carefully remove vegetation.
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Hillmount House and Craigs Old Rectory; to the fine Victorian house and estate of 
Blessingbourne near Fivemiletown; and to the remains of the Tyrone Navigation Canal, 
known as Dukart’s Canal, where Thomas McIlvenna told the story of the adverse 
circumstances that faced the entrepreneurs. A  glorious failure, the canal became 
inoperative by 1787 – a mere ten years after its opening.

In September, the Society made a memorable first sortie into Eastern Europe 
when Andrew McClelland organised a visit to Bratislava in Slovakia, where he had 
undertaken postgraduate study before coming to work for the UAHS.  From its base in a 
‘botel’ permanently moored on the Danube beside Bratislava Castle, the group explored 
the city, learning about its history and admiring its impressive historic buildings;  then 
made a coach trip to the historic wine-producing town of Svätý Jur (St George) and on 
to Červeny Kameň – a hilltop chateau with vast cellars.  There were opportunities to 
sample local food and wine and attend a performance of Carmen in the Slovak National 
Theatre.

The 2007 programme kicked off with fasinating talks by Gretta Doyle on Dublin’s 
Mount Jerome Cemetery and Conor Lucey on his recent book about the work of the 
great Dublin stuccodore, Michael Stapleton. At the 2007 AGM, the guest speaker, Ian 
Maye, Director of Local Government Reform at the DoE,  spoke about the Government’s 
Review of Public Administration and its implications for the care of the built heritage.  
Our spring lecture was held in the elegant dining room of the only gentleman’s club in 
Co. Armagh, a quiet oasis in busy English Street. Here John Redmill gave a suitably 
entertaining talk entitled ‘Nonsense and Good Wine Floweth Aplenty: Life in the Irish 
Country House’, while in the autumn Marc Ritchie addressed us on the work of the 
National Inventory of Architectural Heritage.

The year’s first outing was to three Georgian houses in Tyrone: Killyfaddy Manor, 
Killybrick House and Killeshil Old Rectory. The owners made us most welcome as they 
explained the challenges they had faced in making comfortable family homes of these 
fine old houses.  This was followed by a very popular visit to Caledon and Castle Leslie, 
starting with a short walking tour of the former village, inspecting restoration work at 
the old Courthouse, in the company of the architect responsible, Keith Gilmour, and the 
Chair of the Caledon Regeneration Trust, William Beattie, who also guided us round 
the Masonic Hall.  We then drove the short distance across the border to Glaslough, the 
estate village of the Leslie Estate, for another short walking tour led by Dawson Stelfox.   
We could visit only the basement of the Castle, as a wedding reception was in progress 
upstairs, but the highlight was a short impromptu talk by ‘Uncle Jack’-  Sir John Leslie, 
the octogenarian clubber - who regaled us with  stories of the family and estate.

On our outing to Counties Louth and Meath, we took morning coffee at Bellingham 
Castle Hotel before visiting the attractive village of Moynalty en route to the beautifully 
restored Carrickspringan farmhouse, which we toured with Patrick Shaffrey.  At 
Headfort House, we marvelled at the Robert Adam interiors while learning about the 
history of this exceptional house and its demesne from Nick Nicholson of the Headfort 

Events
In 2006 and 2007 the Society organised more than thirty lectures and visits. Early in 
2006, the Earl of Roden gave an entertaining lecture on his book Tollymore: the Story 
of an Irish Demesne, which was followed in the summer with a visit to Tollymore and 
Bryansford.  On this energetic walk around the park, members viewed the remarkable 
series of bridges, barns, gates and follies, designed in the romantic Gothic style, with 
local touches, by Thomas Wright.

A spring walking tour of modern buildings in Belfast, many of which were featured 
in Modern Ulster Architecture, was the prelude to another well-attended talk by the 
book’s principal authors, David Evans and Paul Larmour.  Other lectures in the spring 
and autumn were given by Christine Casey, on her Dublin volume of the (Pevsner) 
Buildings of Ireland series; Patrick Bowe on A History of Gardening in Ireland; and 
Nick Sheaf of the Irish Georgian Society, while at the AGM our own Rita Harkin and 
Andrew McClelland gave excellent illustrated presentations on their recent study visits 
- Rita to the USA and Scandinavia supported by a Churchill Travelling Fellowship and 
Andrew to Krakow with a Europa Nostra award.

A summer outing to Bagenal’s Castle in Newry and Narrow Water Castle, led by 
Dawson Stelfox, was followed by a coach journey to the North Coast, where visits were 
made to Coleraine Town Hall, the Irish Society Schools, Portrush Town Hall,  and 
Bendhu – the unique house at Ballintoy built by Newton Penprase and lovingly restored 
and enhanced by its current owners.

In late May, outgoing Chairman Peter Marlow organised a highly enjoyable visit 
to Devon, including the town of Crediton, the houses Knightshayes, Holcombe Rogus 
and A la Ronde, and the village of Ottery St Mary, as well as the city of Exeter.  Closer 
to home, a walking tour of central Dublin north of the Liffey, led by Eddie McParland 
covered a remarkable amount of ground, with visits to a range of buildings, including 
the former St Mary’s Church, the King’s Inns, 9 Henrietta Street, Broadstone Station 
and the Rotunda Hospital.

Back in Ulster, Annesley Malley’s visit to the City of Londonderry/Derry was 
enormously popular. Ebrington Barracks was the first stop; erected in 1839 as a star 
fort, it has splendid views over the city. Some of the original walls and bastions remain 
on the 27-acre site, which is now owned by Ilex Urban Regeneration. Alan Armstrong, 
project manager for Ilex, led the tour. The next stop was Prehen House, built c. 1740 in 
woodland and now restored by the Peck family, who still live there. All the rooms of 
this Grade A listed building contain period furniture.

Similarly healthy numbers of members enjoyed outings by Dr Roger Weatherup 
to Richhill Castle and other buildings in the Richhill Conservation Area, and a coach 
trip to Co. Cavan that included visits to Ballyhaise House, Cootehill and Corravahan 
House, where Society member Ian Elliott and his family provided a very welcome cup 
of tea. The home season finished with visits to Cullybackey, taking in Craigdun Castle, 
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Board of Trustees.  The final visit of the summer was to the recently restored walled 
garden of Glenarm Castle, led by our expert on historic gardens, Terence Reeves-
Smyth.

September saw us embarking on a sociable and informative weekend visit to 
Edinburgh, led by Karen Latimer.  On the Friday evening we were fortified by a wine 
reception, buffet and introductory lecture by architect, Malcolm Fraser, in the elegant 
surroundings of the World Heritage Trust premises in Charlotte Square.  Next day, 
architect James Simpson led us on a coach tour to four notable 18th century houses on 
the outskirts of the city – near-derelict Mavisbank, the William Adam villa that had 
featured in the first series of Restoration; Arniston, a fine house by William Adam and 
his son John that remains the home of the Dundas family; Newliston House, designed 
in 1789 by Robert Adam in a landscape garden that had been laid out by his father some 
sixty years earlier and Blackburn House,  in course of restoration from near-dereliction 
for use as a period film location and centre for creative industries.  The day was rounded 
off with a reception hosted by the Architectural Heritage Society of Scotland in the  
Glasite Meeting House and dinner in the Royal Over-Seas League on Princes Street. 
On Sunday morning our visit concluded with expertly guided walking tours of the New 
and Old Town areas.

As ever, the year ended with the annual Open House, when members are welcomed 
to 66 Donegall Pass with mulled wine and mince pies to chat with fellow members and 
buy books and cards for Christmas.

Carrickspringan House

It is clearly unfair that a massive financial interest in development should be considered “on 
equal terms” with those whose sole interest is the beauty, dignity or continuity of an area. Given 
that money is usually to be made by demolition, the system is heavily biased towards those with 
money to spend gaining permission. (Simon Jenkins, Building Design, 9 March 2007)

Home & Dry
The Home & Dry Committee ran a highly successful and relevant one day conference, 
Quality Matters, Quality Pays, in The Ormeau Baths Gallery in June 2007. This was 
the latest in an excellent series to encourage best practice in caring for historic buildings 
that has been running since 2001. 

The aim of the conference was to promote sustainable use of the built heritage 
and show how high quality modern interventions could add value to the historic 
environment.  There could be no better venue for such an event than the gallery which 
happily blends the old and the new and brought back to life a building of key importance 
socially and historically.

Primrose Wilson, Chairman of the Home & Dry Committee, opened the conference  
by noting that Northern Ireland was entering a new phase in its history with politicians 
back in Parliament Buildings Stormont -  itself providing an excellent example of 
sustainable development by bringing back into use for its original purpose a redundant 
historic building.  The first in an impressive array of speakers was one of the sponsors 
of the event and the developer of the Ormeau Baths Gallery, Doug Elliott, who gave 
the keynote presentation. Doug outlined historical precedent in Ulster before focusing 
on the city of Belfast when he pointed out good and bad examples of urban design.  
He concluded his talk by calling for an agenda for aggressive conservation, creative 
interventions and for great new architecture.

Richard Hatton of Urban Splash took as his title ‘Making Places’ and took the 
audience on a breathtaking tour of the practice’s work in Liverpool and Manchester.  
His message was to tackle one area at a time which will stimulate interest and generate 
additional work.  This was vividly borne out by dramatic slides of the transformation 
of such buildings as Britannia Mills into highly desirable canal-side apartments and 
Waulk Mills into office units with a stunning four storey atrium.  Both buildings  won 
RIBA Awards in 2001 and 2003 respectively.

Derek Tynan of DT Architects in Dublin looked at ‘Urban Interventions’ and 
discussed how Dublin had reinvented itself as a major European city through creating 
value by design.  His message was that public sector vision and values going hand 
in hand with private sector investment had the best chance of resulting in successful, 
attractive cities.

Derek Latham of Latham Architects addressed the issue of ‘Creative Reuse of 
Buildings’.  His argument was that creative reuse is a process that harnesses the energy 
and quality of the original building and combines it with the energy and activity that the 
new use brings.  Derek discussed a range of procurement methods, and told the salutary 
tale of the Duchess of Devonshire’s field barns which failed to get planning permission 
for reuse as accommodation for campers until he, as the architect, applied for a camping 
licence for a stone tent, arguing it was no different from a canvas tent.  Creative reuse 
indeed.
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James Simpson of architects Simpson &  Brown concluded the morning session 
with his talk ‘Conservation Architecture: the Good, the Bad and the Ugly’. He argued 
strongly that conservation is a creative process and that conservation architecture is a 
field in its own right.  Defining quality, James claimed it was ‘an elusive and hard-won 
thing’ and drew on the words of architectural commentators from Vitruvius  to his 
compatriot Colin McWilliam who claimed that  ‘Conservation is making the most of 
what we have got.’

In the afternoon delegates were able to attend two out of three workshops on 
conservation plans, feasibility studies and specification and sourcing. The day concluded 
with a talk by Trevor Osborne on his project to convert Oxford County Gaol to the 
Oxford Malmaison Hotel.  He spoke passionately about the important role of historic 
buildings in our towns and countryside and made the point that sustainable reuse is 
also financially sustainable. Trevor’s enthusiasm  ensured the conference ended on a 
high note and delegates adjourned to the Meter House in the Gasworks for a splendid 
reception with plenty to chew on both literally and metaphorically. 

The Home & Dry team are grateful to Environment & Heritage Service and Doug 
and June Elliott for their financial and moral support of this event.

Gola Island 
In 2006 Donegal County Council approached the Home & Dry Committee to see if 
we were prepared to organise an event in partnership with them. We were delighted 
and chose to hold it in Gweedore Golf Club with visits to traditional buildings on Gola 
Island. 

Flyers were circulated to UAHS members, owners of protected structures and local 
people in Donegal. There was a huge response from the public: there were over 200 
applications and approximately 50 telephone requests for places at the event. An extra 
ferry was sourced and a schedule was drawn up to accommodate 120 people instead 
of the anticipated 45. This meant that the seminar ran twice and all speakers gave their 
presentations in both morning and afternoon while the ferries ran back and forth all 
day.

The Home & Dry Owners’ Days take the form of short seminars with specially 
chosen speakers and then best practice case studies and practical demonstrations. 
After the seminar there was a visit to Gola to see a restored house and some lime 
demonstrations. The seminar, chaired by Primrose Wilson, commenced with a short 
presentation by Joe Gallagher on the built heritage of Gola and the relevance of the 
day to the Donegal Heritage Plan and to Heritage Week. The speakers, who imparted 
expertise as both practitioners and owners of historic buildings, were Paul McMahon 
from the Office of Public Works in Dublin, Colm Murray, Architecture Officer of the 
Heritage Council, Grainne Shaffrey of Shaffrey Associates and Margaret Gallagher, 
the owner of a thatched building in Belcoo.

When the ferries arrived on Gola there were guided tours by locals who outlined 
the history of the island and its people. Edward Byrne and Henry O’D Thompson from 
the Building Limes Forum of Ireland combined with Sean Brogan, a contractor from 
Ramelton, for the demonstrations while conservation architects, Nicholas Groves-
Raines and Kristin Hannesdottir, explained the philosophy and techniques used in 
restoring their building on the island. 

Before departing, all participants were given a copy of Traditional Buildings in 
Ireland – A Home Owners Handbook written by Dick Oram and Dawson Stelfox for the 
Mourne Heritage Trust. We are grateful to the Heritage Council and Donegal County 
Council for their financial support of the event. This very successful day stretched the 
resources of the small Home & Dry Committee but it was generally agreed that it was 
our most challenging but also our most rewarding.
_____________________________________________________________________________
Can you explain why so many “modern” buildings look like household appliances or even the 
packaging they come in? ... Is it because they are designed on computers?   Could it also be 
because the modern style is best suited to manufactured components while vernacular styles made 
use of local materials and building traditions?   If architects are taking climate change seriously, 
surely we should be seeing some very sound, solid, no-maintenance buildings...that will last for 
hundreds or even thousands of years... Surely buildings should be noble structures looking and 
weathering like mountains, not boxes growing shabby and falling apart for lack of care.   Or 
could it be that, secretly, a lot of building designers are part of the “throw-away society” which 
has generated many of our problems and, like the appliance manufacturers, are producing 
products with a limited lifespan to ensure a steady supply of future business? (Letter to BG from 
Peter Ashworth, 20 April 2007)

Kristin Hannesdottir on Gola.
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Making an Exhibition of Ourselves
It was the outgoing chairman of the Society, Peter Marlow, who suggested the idea of 
a touring exhibition to celebrate forty years of work, success and struggle, and a small 
committee was set up to generate ideas and translate them into a form which would be 
visually interesting and engaging.

Quite quickly the group decided that a purely historic description of the Society’s 
achievements would not serve our purpose. There were disappointingly few archival 
images, and although it would be pleasant to indulge in nostalgia, the Society needed 
to project a fresh, proactive image to attract new members and stimulate discussion and 
support.

At its launch in the Long Gallery at Stormont in November 2008, Environment 
Minister, Arlene Foster MLA echoed some of the themes of the exhibition when she 
commented that the Society is ‘an active and engaged group of citizens’ who ‘ensure 
that threats which the built heritage faces and the benefits it offers are firmly placed 
in the public mind . . . [providing] an invaluable service to the wider community by 
helping to engender public discussion and debate’.

A major task for the marketing and management team for 2007 was the production 
of a new look website for the Society’s 40th birthday. A core team of Sacha Workman, 
Jane McClure and John Edmunds planned and wrote the new website. They selected 
Fishbone Design (who also designed the excellent 40th Birthday Exhibition)  and 
partners RT Networks to do the design and technical work. 

We hope you agree that the result is a fresh, engaging and easily navigable new 
website. There are crisp, at-a-glance Events and Latest News sections; none of the 
archived information has been lost; and there are new sections on campaigning and 
fundraising which can easily be built upon. Completion of the new membership 
database will enable online sales of UAHS books and events as well as the facility to 
join the Society online by the end of 2008.

New President
Not a week passes without some reference to the publications and ideas of our former 
President, the late Sir Charles Brett, and it was not easy to find a successor who could 
step into such a particularly capacious pair of shoes. 

We were delighted however when Sir Donnell Deeny, an old sparring partner of Sir 
Charles in legal and artistic circles, agreed to take on the challenge. He brings to us a 
similar breadth of vision and integrity of purpose that we hope will ensure continuing 
courage and success in years to come. 

Where is the need for more and more newly constructed [office] space when we are clearly not 
using what we have to the best of our abilities?  (Despina Katsikakis, chairman of DEGW, at the 
Mipim property conference in Cannes March 2007)

Absolutely Fabulous Birthday Party
The 40th Anniversary dinner was held at the Belfast Harbour Office on Saturday 24 
November, 2007. Always an elegant venue, it was a particularly appropriate choice for 
this party, as it was here that the Society held its inaugural meeting forty years ago. This 
very special occasion was perfectly planned by Iona Andrews and her hard-working 
committee, and every detail added to a memorable night, supported by loyal members 
and corporate supporters. 

A reincarnated ‘John Betjeman’, whose campaigns and television programmes did 
so much to establish respect for the Victorian architecture of Belfast in the early days of 
the society, made a surprising appearance, and captured the attention of  bemused and 
admiring dinner guests with clever verse. UAHS President Donnell Deeny combined 
wit, humour and purpose in his speech, and Joanna Lumley (looking, of course, 
absolutely fabulous) entertained those present with thoughtful and amusing reflections. 
Her knowledge of architecture and affection for Ulster were evident.

The evening finished with a lively auction, and the elegant Miss Lumley managed most 
successfully to raise the bidding by encouraging rivals with her charm and enthusiasm.
Although the dinner was planned primarily as a celebration, over £20,000 was raised, 
exceeding all expectations. A happy Jane McClure remarked that the Society’s treasurer 
had since acquired an additional spring in his step!

_____________________________________________________________________
Regeneration is not about more places, but better places... If you construct a large 
housing development on the cheap, residents will pay the price in crime, anti-social 
behaviour and miserable lives blighted by their location. As a result, no-one will want to 
live there and a few decades later, you’ll have to spend more public money demolishing 
them. (Editorial by Joey Gardiner, Regeneration & Renewal 27 July 2007)

Joanna Lumley 
(second from 
left) with Andrew 
McClelland, 
Joan Kinch and 
Rita Harkin
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Book Reviews
Lose or Reuse: Managing Heritage Sustainably by Lydia Wilson. 
UAHS, Belfast, 2007, pp. 48. Softback. Free of charge.

In the current rush to make our towns and cities sustainable, most attention 
is focused on solutions that require new buildings. Policy makers seem to 
assume we can build ourselves out of the problems of climate change, 
diminishing supplies of fossil fuels and the growing disconnection 
between people and the environments in which they live, work and play.

 Sadly, this strategy is often favoured over caring for our existing 
stock of buildings. Lydia Wilson’s Lose or Reuse: Managing Heritage 
Sustainably attempts to restore the balance by highlighting the different 
ways in which reusing the built heritage can reduce our voracious appetite 
for materials, land and energy. The booklet spells out the benefits of 
reusing our existing building stock very clearly and with enough detail to 
provide the evidence for some compelling arguments. It reminds us that 
existing buildings represent more than a financial investment. Buildings 
are repositories of materials, energy, ideas and skills that may be lost for 
ever if they are demolished. 

But this slim volume is not simply a reminder of the value of Northern 
Ireland’s built heritage. While it presents familiar arguments for retaining 
and caring for existing buildings, it also extends the reasoning to show 
how conservation can address contemporary concerns. These arguments  
encourage us to think creatively, reinventing existing buildings to serve 
novel purposes rather than demolish and rebuild with modern materials. 
To put it bluntly: if we want to be sustainable, the last thing we need is 
more new ‘stuff’.

The layout of the book works well. Each section addresses a key aspect 
of sustainability—waste, cost, longevity, community, economy, skills, 
countryside, and looking to the future—and summarises how existing 
buildings can address the central issues of the theme. Energy is the only 
major aspect not addressed, though embodied energy is discussed under 
the heading of waste. 

Although the text is concise, it does not skimp on rigour and 
acknowledges that maintaining existing buildings is not always the right 

course of action. Every section closes with a case study to show how the 
particular points have been put into practice in a building or setting in 
Northern Ireland, and a list of references and websites. This structure 
inspires confidence that the author has conducted the background research 
needed to support claims and recommendations in the text.

 There are also references and suggestions for further reading at the 
end. The contemporary graphic design and typography, together with the 
many beautiful photographs, make this a very attractive and accessible 
publication. Sustainability, despite increasing use of the term, provides 
a helpful focus for debating how to tackle the rapid changes in climate, 
society and economy that are already impacting on our lives. Lydia 
Wilson’s booklet shows that built heritage has an important contribution 
to make to the future sustainability of the province. It stands out as a 
reasonable voice in the increasingly controversial debate about sustainable 
development in Northern Ireland.

Chris Tweed

Modern Ulster Architecture, by David Evans, Mark Hackett, Alastair 
Hall, Paul Larmour and Charles Rattray; editor Karen Latimer, pp. 
189. UAHS, Belfast, 2006. £30 hardback; £20 softback.

Modern Ulster Architecture [MUA] is a sequel to David Evans’s book An 
Introduction to Modern Ulster Architecture, published by the Society in 
1977, and was launched at the Ormeau Baths Gallery in October 2006.  
The book launch thus marked the 30th anniversary of its predecessor, and 
coincided with the 40th anniversary of the founding of the UAHS.  The 
new volume, much expanded in scope and now with five authors, charts 
the development of Modern architecture in Ulster from the early 1900s to 
the beginning of the 21st century, and is arranged in three parts.  

The first sets the subject in context chronologically.  Paul Larmour’s 
essay covers the period 1900 to 1950, David Evans’s 1950 to 2005, 
while a third essay by Charles Rattray gives an outsider’s view of Ulster 
architecture for the period.  These writings are the polemical core of the 
book, giving a fascinating overview of the influences, development and 
chronology of Modernist architecture in Ulster.  With most of the key 
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buildings illustrated, it is an invaluable reference source for academics 
and students, professionals and lay-persons alike.

The essays are followed by case studies of some 51 buildings, in Parts 2 
and 3 – a personal and subjective choice, say the authors – a representative 
rather than definitive selection of good Modern architecture in the nine 
counties.

Part 2 has case studies of 44 buildings constructed during the years 
1955-2005, with appraisal shared between four of the authors – Evans, 
Hall, Larmour and Rattray – and new photography provided by Hackett 
or sourced by him and the other authors.  Architectural drawings in plan, 
section and elevation have, in most cases, been specially drawn for the 
book.  

The selection of case studies generally favours non-commercial 
buildings: there are no shopping centres, hotels, and only one speculative 
office development.  The authors acknowledge this tendency, noting that 
a ‘purist strain of Modernism may be detected in many of the buildings 
selected’.

Case studies in Part 3 look to the future by covering seven projects, 
mostly designs won in competition. In some cases they have already been 
fully realised, as at the Letterkenny and Strabane arts centres.  It remains 
to be seen if the competition-winning Giant’s Causeway Visitors’ Centre 
joins this group of built schemes.

It has taken a team of six contributors – three academics, two 
practitioners, and the editor Karen Latimer – to produce this book, a 
measure of both its wide-ranging scope and the detailed nature of the study.  
The mixture of large and small photographs, commissioned drawings, 
generous page layout and typography is a pleasure to read, though 
occasionally some of the smaller photographs fail to communicate.  

At a different scale, Hackett’s atmospheric, grainy, full-page images 
act as markers at the start of each new section, and contribute handsomely 
to the Bauhaus-inspired book design, by Sam Bell of Fishbone Studio.  
Karen Latimer, as editor for the UAHS, has co-ordinated a great volume 
of material, melding the work into a coherent and unified whole.  Arguably 
her name should have been credited with those of the authors on the front 

cover and title page.  Peter Marlow for the UAHS acted, critically at times, 
as project manager.

The printing costs for such a project are considerable, and the Arts 
Council of Northern Ireland provided substantial support by way of 
National Lottery funding, through its Architecture Special Initiative.  The 
book has already achieved some of the Arts Council’s aims in fostering 
an appreciation and debate about architecture in Northern Ireland.  
Additional support was received from Ulster Garden Villages, the Esme 
Mitchell Trust and from Primrose and Edward Wilson. 

As Peter Marlow, Paul Harron and Mervyn Black say in their foreword 
to Modern Ulster Architecture: ‘This is a beautiful book written by 
knowledgeable people about good buildings in a community to which we 
are all committed’.  Everyone should have a copy.

Andrew Cowser

Note: This is an abbreviated version of an article that first appeared in Ulster Architect.

_____________________________________________________________________________
I console myself with the thought that most of the glittering, gratuitous masterpieces by 
our profitable superstar firms are going up in places I have absolutely no desire to visit 
– like Singapore, Dubai, Beijing and whatever the new capital of Kazakhstan is called. 
They all look ghastly.   (Good Riddance, article by Gavin Stamp decrying the export of 
British architecture to overseas, but finding a silver lining therein, RIBA Journal. July 
2007)

Are they going to do it up? That’s a pity. It is fine as it is. I wonder why?   (US 
tourist Alan Ostling, when told that Armagh is to have a multi-million pound 
revamp as a “distinctive, vibrant and multi-functional city-centre”, quoted in 
Newsletter 29 May 2007)

Greenbelts are not there to save the countryside, but to save our cities from a return to 
the suburban sprawl that would suck out all their vitality and worsen the environmental 
crisis... Suggesting that we need to lose or remodel the greenbelts that surround our 
cities sends the wrong signal, giving developers hope that they will win planning 
permission for greenfield development. This will encourage them to give up on difficult 
urban sites and the fragile urban renaissance of our cities will wither before it has taken 
root. (Richard Rogers, letter to Guardian, 23 December 2006)
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Victorian Architecture: Diversity & Invention by James Stevens Curl. 
Spire Books, Reading, 2007. pp. 635. £69.95.

It is surely fair to say that Victorian architecture is – at last – being re-
appreciated. In London, such masterpieces as Sir George Gilbert Scott’s 
Midland Grand Hotel and the adjoining St Pancras Station and the once 
forlorn Albert Memorial have been revived to great (and popular) acclaim. 
Closer to home, W.J. Barre’s Albert Clock has been gloriously restored, 
as have some of the fine Victorian furniture and memorials in our parks, 
as at Lisburn’s Castle Gardens and Lurgan Park. Churches, too, have been 
vividly reimagined as at Belfast’s idiosyncratic St Matthew’s and – most 
recently – John Lanyon’s fine St Thomas’s on the Lisburn Road, for 
example; meanwhile the Gasworks and the gem of the Meter House are 
proud of themselves again (thanks to much tireless and visionary work on 
the part of some notable individuals). 

Against this backdrop, James Stevens Curl’s Victorian Architecture: 
Diversity & Invention is, therefore, a timely and welcome publication. It is 
a comprehensive and wide-ranging showcase for the British architecture 
of this period of unprecedented industrialisation, wealth creation and 
urbanisation. The author brings to the subject years of research and 
scholarship, this large volume representing a life’s work in examining the 
built legacy of the Victorians. 

The wealth of photographic documentation presented, along with 
the lengthy bibliography, extensive notes and detailed index make this 
a superlative work of reference. The text is authoritative, detailed and 
impressively cross-referenced while achieving an enthusiastic tone 
which makes it accessible to the general reader as well as the student or 
professional. 

Curl argues that Victorian architecture is diverse – as in the subtitle 
– because it changed dynamically in response to the different needs of 
client or site; it constantly had to invent and reinvent itself in response to 
changes in society at large. Curl sees the Victorian designer responding 
to unprecedented challenges and opportunities with ‘colourful, 
rumbustiously eclectic architecture’. New building types, novel materials 
and varied colour palettes were all explored. 

The book is well organised. The first few chapters set the scene with a 
summary of what preceded the Victorian age before discussing the rise of 
Gothic scholarship. The secular and religious contexts are also examined, 
as is the phenomenon of Victorian urbanisation. The early Victorian 
period – 1837-51 – concentrates on the Palace of Westminster, with 
particular attention to Pugin and Butterfield. However, it is not all Gothic 
Revival, with the individual work of the remarkable Alexander ‘Greek’ 
Thomson of Glasgow given strong coverage along with Tudor, Jacobethan 
and Seventeenth-Century Revivals, the Scottish Baronial Style and the 
Egyptian Revival. Curl has also written a great deal on the latter topic, so 
the chapter is plump with good visual and diverse textual references.

The book concludes with an epilogue which takes in gin palaces like 
Belfast’s Crown Bar and theatres such as Frank Matcham’s Grand Opera 
House opposite it. The inclusion of these well-known local buildings is 
especially gratifying. Curl’s strong knowledge of Ulster architecture 
means that the volume rightly includes many fine examples from here. 
So often studies of Victorian Britain neglect the Ulster dimension, either 
wilfully or from ignorance, but here we find illustrated descriptions 
of Victorian gems such as Lanyon’s Custom House, Palm House and 
Queen’s University; W.J. Barre’s former Methodist Church, University 
Road and the Albert Memorial; and W.H. Lynn’s Sinclair Seamen’s 
Church, Richardson & Owden’s warehouse and former Belfast Bank, 
Newtownards, within rather than aside from the ‘bigger picture’.

Victorian Architecture: Diversity & Invention is a remarkable 
contribution to architectural publishing and will provide a huge insight 
into the architecture of the period for UAHS readers. For sheer range 
of coverage and reference photographs it is hard to think of a more 
impressive survey.

Paul Harron

Repairing and refurbishing existing homes, subdividing and adding to them, would create 
more homes [than new-build], and upgrade them simultaneously. Upgraded homes and 
neighbourhoods make small surplus spaces and unused buildings conspicuously attractive to 
investors. So a virtuous circle of reinvestment is created. This is environmentally and socially 
far more desirable than sprawl.  (Anne Power, Guardian comment March 2007)
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JANE JACOBS
We do not often discuss individuals who have not worked in Northern Ireland, 
but feel it is appropriate to mark the passing in 2006 of Jane Jacobs, the American 
activist whose 1961 book, The Death and Life of Great American Cities, turned 
all the previous ideas of town planning upside down and laid the foundations for 
many of the ideas that conservationists now take for granted. 

She was not particularly interested in architecture, but she cared deeply 
about the role that old buildings and historic neighbourhoods play in the life of 
cities. Instead of the clean logical cities envisaged by most town planners up to 
that point Jacobs pointed out the importance of mixed uses, diverse societies, 
small businesses and pedestrian traffic. 

Most of the paragraphs below are from an interview Jane Jacobs gave to 
Metropolis magazine shortly before she died:   

I didn’t have any abstractions about American culture. I had no ideology... I liked 
visiting museums that showed old-time machines and tools. I was struck with the way 
these old machines were painted. They were done in a way that showed you how they 
worked. The makers cared about how these things were put together. 

What was bad about the Garden City movement was the idea that you could take 
a clean slate and make a new world. That’s basically artificial. There is no new world 
that you make without the old world. 

What was getting immediately under my skin was this mad spree of deceptions and 
vandalism and waste that was called urban renewal... I talked to an architect in 1958 
who helped justify the destruction of the West End of Boston. And he told me that he 
had had to go on his hands and knees with a photographer through utility crawl spaces 
so they could get pictures of sufficiently dark and noisome spaces to justify that it was 
a slum. Now that is real dishonesty.... [It was justified] because slums were bad. And 
I’d say, “But this isn’t a slum!” 

[Ed Logue, who was responsible for many urban renewal schemes in Boston in 
the 1960s, told her that] the best thing that could happen to San Francisco would be 
another earthquake and fire, like the one in 1904. And I was appalled at this. I had 
been to San Francisco and thought it was a wonderful place. He was serious about it 
- he thought it should all be wiped out and built new. Boy, in my books, he went down 
as a maniac.

and...

People who try to predict the future by extrapolating in a line from 
what already exists - they’re always wrong. 

The Ulster Architectural Heritage Society exists to promote the appreciation 
and enjoyment of good architecture of all periods - from the prehistoric to the 
contemporary - in the nine counties of Ulster, to encourage the preservation 
and restoration of buildings of merit or importance; and to increase  public 
awareness of  the beauty,  history  and character of local neighbourhoods. 

This newsletter outlines some of the major activities of the Society during 2006-07.

John Anderson
Iona Andrews 
Brian Campbell
Roisin Donnelly
Rosie Ford-Hutchinson
Nicholas Hanna
Karen Latimer

Ian McQuiston
Emma Mathers
Marcus Patton
Terence Reeves-Smyth
Dawson Stelfox
John Stewart

President:  
The Honourable Mr Justice Deeny
Vice-Presidents:  
Dr Maurice Craig
Marcus Binney

UAHS Committee for 2006-07:
Jane McClure (Chairman) 
Sean Hagan (Hon Secretary) 
Dr Murray Power (Hon Treasurer) 

Secretary: Joan Kinch
Research Officer: Rita Harkin
Heritage Projects Officer: Andrew McClelland

The Society is always looking for members interested in taking an active part in 
its activities. In particular, monitoring of planning applications, preparation of new 
lists, and assistance in organising outings are always appreciated.  If you would like 
to help in any of these ways, please contact us. Our telephone number is 028-9055 
0213, e-mail info@uahs.org.uk, and our website is www.uahs.org.uk

Our front cover shows Donegall Park Avenue, Belfast. The back cover shows 
People’s Park Gatelodge, Ballymena, recently  restored by Hearth.
Contributors to this issue: Andrew Cowser, Rosie Ford-Hutchinson, Paul Harron, Rita Harkin,            
Karen Latimer, Andrew McClelland, Marcus Patton, Chris Tweed and Primrose Wilson.
Edited by Beth Humphries and Hugo Patton.


