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Editorial
It is with great sadness that we record the death of our President, Sir 
Charles Brett, on 19 December 2005 in Belfast at the age of 77.

The number of obituaries in the local and national newspapers attest 
to the esteem in which he was held. The number of organisations with 
which he was associated in the UK and also Europe is extraordinary, 
and includes both Europa Nostra and ICOMOS. In Northern Ireland 
and the Republic he served on the committees of the National Trust, 
The Irish Architectural Archive, was Vice-Chairman of the Arts 
Council of Northern Ireland and Chairman of the Housing Executive 
and the International Fund for Ireland. While fulfilling his passionate 
interest in the built heritage and in social housing, he was also a 
partner in the family firm of solicitors,  L’Estrange and Brett.

He was one of the founders of the UAHS, serving as its Chairman 
for many years, and was its President at the time of his death. When 
Chairman of the Society in 1978, he and the National Trust Regional 
Committee established Hearth, which he chaired for many years. The 
two organisations recently commissioned a portrait of Sir Charles 
by Jeffrey Morgan which  now hangs in our Conference Room. That 
both organisations have continued to flourish is a testament to his 
initial vision and his ability to provide guidance while allowing the 
professional staff to develop. He was a mentor and good friend to 
many of the next generation who care about the built heritage.

Most members will have copies of his many publications. In the 
bibliography which appears in Avenues to the Past, the collection of 
essays published in 2003 to celebrate his 75th year, there is a list of 26 
books (all but nine for the Society), 9 contributions to anthologies, and 
55 articles. Since then several additional books have appeared. Not 
only have the UAHS publications resulted in significant income to the 
Society (he never took a penny for himself) but from the outset they 
played a major role in establishing the Society as a leading publisher 
of architectural books in Ireland. For this and for so many other 
things, the Society owes Sir Charles a huge debt of gratitude.

He is survived by his wife Joyce, three sons, and seven 
grandchildren, to whom the Society extends its sincere sympathy. 
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Gosford Castle
Gosford Castle in Co Armagh is a building which requires little 
introduction. It is one of fewer than 200 Grade A listed buildings in 
Northern Ireland and is arguably our most important building at risk. 
The UAHS has maintained a keen interest in its future, and for those 
with knowledge of its recent history the confirmation of its sale for 
£1,000 to a private developer on 6 January 2006 will have come as 
something of a surprise. 

When the castle was declared surplus to requirements by the 
Department of Agriculture (DARD) in January 2002 expressions of 
interest in it were invited and six proposals were considered. That 
July, the Minister announced that Joint Venture developers (Lagan 
Developments Ltd and Dado Developments Ltd – later to become 
Gosford Castle Development Ltd when Lagan Developments pulled out 
of the team in 2003) were being given preferred bidder status, with a 
three month licence to survey the building and carry out immediate 
repairs. The UAHS was concerned about the possible implications of 
the developer’s scheme to convert the castle into 23 private homes. This 
would not only result in the loss of internal architectural detailing 
and spatial integrity but would preclude future public access to the 
building, and might erode its setting through any proposed enabling 
development. These concerns remain, at least until the recently 
submitted planning applications have been reviewed. 

However, deeper concerns persisted over the nature of the disposal 
process, not least the time that had elapsed since the announcement 
of preferred developer status. During this period the condition of the 
building has deteriorated and no repairs were done, even though it 
is understood that the availability of funds to do just that was one of 
the key reasons that GCDL were selected in the first place (as well as 
supposedly not requiring public funding – though an application for 
historic building grant has now been made to EHS). 

The absence of any information during this period, particularly 
after Lagan Developments had pulled out of the Joint Venture team, 
fuelled frustrations prompting the UAHS among others to question 
the necessity of proceeding with sale negotiations. Numerous Freedom 
of Information Act requests confirmed that a lengthy internal review 
of the capacity of the developer to proceed with the scheme was 

being undertaken. This obviously concluded to the satisfaction of the 
Department but many questions remain unanswered.

Perhaps the most disappointing aspect of this process has been the 
lack of vision shown by central government as the long-term custodian 
of the castle. We all recognise the significant challenges that such a 
building can present, and we want to see it sympathetically restored. 
However this surely could have been achieved in a manner which would 
have allowed public access to the most important internal spaces as 
well as facilitating wider economic regeneration. Gosford Castle still 
offers such an opportunity, and although the current proposals might 
eventually see the building reused they will not lessen the feeling that 
something much better has been lost. 

Government Disposal of Historic Assets
The best use for a historic building is the one for which it was 
originally intended. However, in an era of ‘best value’, belt-tightening 
and rationalisation (not to mention the Private Finance Initiative), the 
issue of the government disposal of historic assets has been brought 
into sharp focus. 

It is not for the UAHS to make value judgements on the decisions of 
health, education and other authorities to close, merge or do otherwise 
with schools and hospitals, but we do have a concern for the future of 
these historic assets once their use and ownership change. 

This is not just an academic concern. Several prominent long-
term buildings at risk have been sold in recent years by government 
bodies, including Cairndhu, Co Antrim, and Milford Manor House, Co 
Armagh. Both still lie derelict. The future of many school buildings is 
also uncertain in the face of falling pupil numbers. 

Two key documents guide government bodies on this issue: The 
Disposal of Surplus Public Sector Property in Northern Ireland by the 
Valuation & Lands Agency and, The Disposal of Historic Buildings by 
the UK Department of Culture, Media and Sport. In both it is clearly 
stated that the overriding objective for government bodies is to secure 
the future reuse of the historic asset in a timely manner, and with no 
necessity to achieve the highest price. These are principles which the 
UAHS supports, but our experience indicates that in practice they are 
not always known about, let alone followed. 
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Replacement Dwellings
The 1998 UAHS conference, Bliss or Blitz, debated the future of rural 
buildings in Ulster and focused in particular on the damaging effects 
of the NIHE’s Replacement Dwelling Grant Scheme. Figures recently 
obtained by the Society indicate the scale of destruction that has 
ensued under this programme. 

Between 1992 and the end of March 2005 more than 3,200 formal 
approvals for Replacement Grants have been given. More than 2,300 
were completed, with grant expenditure exceeding £90 million. This 
amounts to over £7 million per annum, significantly more than is 
available to EHS to look after our stock of listed buildings. With 
individual grants in excess of £31,000 on offer it is not difficult to 
understand why replacement has proved so popular in rural areas. 

Although not all of the buildings replaced have been of merit, 
sufficient numbers have, and on a few occasions the owners of 
buildings offered such grants have spurned them and tried to find 
other ways of improving their dwellings (which is what they have often 
wanted to do in the first place). The owners of a house at the Hogstown 
Road outside Donaghadee were particularly resolute and refused the 
grant more than once. Their building had been turned down for listing 
in the 1990s but has now been listed at B1, and the persistent owners 
are about to commence restoration works on their home, which would 
probably have been demolished were it not for their determination. 

Replacement Dwelling Grant is not available to owners of listed 
building, although planning permission for replacement of some listed 
buildings at risk has inconceivably been given by the DoE, albeit with 
no requirement to demolish the older property.   

The UAHS has welcomed initiatives taken by the NIHE to address 
some of these issues. Its close involvement in the ongoing Mourne 
Homesteads project, and in the production of a leaflet about the reuse of 
traditional buildings in south Armagh, are particularly praiseworthy. 
NIHE also piloted a recent scheme whereby any buildings considered 
(by EHS) to be of architectural merit did not have to be demolished 
once the replacement dwelling was built (obviously on a different site!). 
Figures from the NIHE suggest that up to April 2005, 480 buildings 
had been referred to EHS, of which 29 per cent were of interest.  

At the genesis of the RDG scheme in the early 1990s a NIHE 
policy document, The Way Ahead, envisaged a potential Replacement 
Dwelling Grant market of 2,600 dwellings. This has clearly been 
exceeded and there is no apparent end in sight. In a supposed era of 
sustainable development and of fiscal belt-tightening, it is hard to see 
how the continuation of such a policy can be justified. 

Non-listed Vernacular Buildings
Green belt policy severely restricts building in the countryside and 
so in protected areas the focus has happily turned to the re-use 
of existing buildings as envisaged by PPS6. We are receiving an 
increasing number of enquiries seeking support for schemes involving 
re-use of non-listed vernacular buildings .  

Buildings for which re-use is sought have to be structurally sound 
and capable of conversion, and the scheme needs to respect the form, 
character and features of the building; normally no new extensions 
are involved. Part of the policy notes that the building to be converted 
should be “an important element in the landscape”. In many cases the 
planners interpret “important” as “prominent” and have recommended 
refusal on that ground. Of course most vernacular buildings are 
decidedly humble and avoid drawing attention to themselves - their 
importance lies in the way they fit into the natural landscape. 

Given the renewed emphasis on vernacular buildings we were 
amazed to unearth a bizarre policy in the draft Northern Area Plan, 
which encourages further loss of vernacular buildings on Rathlin 
Island. It states that “permission may be granted for single dwellings 
for permanent residents on sites where there was a traditional 
homestead”. It goes on to say that applications would be approved 
where there was a traditional homestead on the site with “significant 
physical structures”. Naturally a strong objection was lodged.

We are hopeful that the forthcoming PPS 14 on Sustainable 
Development in the Countryside will lead to the re-use of this vastly 
diminished stock right across Northern Ireland. 

Footnote: The publication of PPS 14 in 2006 has led to a storm of 
protests but along with others we have called on the DRD to stick to 
its guns. We will analyse the situation in the next issue of Heritage 
Review. 
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Scaling New Heights or Plumbing New Depths?
A number of schemes for tall, bland buildings which have recently 
been constructed or approved will dramatically alter the cityscape of 
Belfast and the setting of several landmark listed buildings.  

The sizeable Invest Northern Ireland structure on Bedford Street 
dwarfs the still-vacant Ewart building, which is displaying what looks 
like a very fresh new crack down the centre of its main elevation. 
Plans for an even taller scheme behind it are still in the system but 
it is hoped will be refused, affording long overdue priority to the 
magnificent warehouse, which clearly should have been restored 
before any such developments were approved.

However, these will pale into insignificance when Donegall Quay 
sees its new tall building. Work is to begin soon on the 26 storey, 80-
metre-tall glass Obel building alongside the Custom House, cutting 
off views of the cranes and overwhelming Lanyon’s mid-19th century 
Italianate building. If Belfast needs to have such buildings (and we 
are not convinced that it does) they should not be permitted close to 
important historic buildings or in conservation areas.

A Presbyterian Quandary 
The days when Northern Ireland was a community that went to 
church or chapel every Sunday are long gone, and many fine churches 
- particularly city centre ones whose congregations have moved away 
- have become redundant or under threat as a result. Things came to 
a head when it was decided that the Presbyterian Assembly Building 
itself in the centre of Belfast, with its crown spire, bells chiming hymn 
tunes and faces of angels modelled from life (as the Irish Builder of 
the day reported) should be sold to a developer. 

The argument was that the Assembly Building was too expensive 
to keep up, ignoring the fact that a new building would cost more than 
could be raised from selling the old one, or that the replacement would 
itself require major repairs in years to come. 

The building could no doubt find a new use, but worse was to come. 
It was announced that the Assembly would move to a glass office block 
on May Street, part of which would encase the fine, and presently well 
preserved, May Street Presbyterian Church in a glass box. Publishing 

the glossy artist’s impression of the proposal, one of the local papers 
gave it the headline “Glaze be!” 

Quite apart from the indignity of boxing in the old church, the 
block would overshadow many other listed buildings including Ross’s 
auction rooms, the old houses in Joy Street and the Sussex Place 
convent and schools - and it is situated in the Linen Conservation 
Area. The entrepreneurs behind the scheme describe themselves as 
Christian developers, which led one member of the UAHS to suggest 
the formation of an opposing group of Christians for Conservation. It 
is not yet clear which side God himself is on.

Footnote: Not surprisingly, many congregations around the country 
felt the decision to leave the Assembly Building was a bad one, and we 
are pleased to report that at the 2006 Assembly it was reversed. The 
Presbyterians will remain in Fisherwick Place after all. The future of 
May Street church unfortunately is still uncertain.

Doing the extraordinary is not as difficult as doing the ordinary well. 
(Amanda Baillieu, editorial in RIBA Journal February 2005) 
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Testing, Testing ATCs
Following pressure from the Society, Areas of Townscape Character 
were finally offered statutory protection through the Planning  
(Demolition – Description of Buildings) Direction 2005.  A test of the 
new legislation will be a planning appeal concerning a fine Victorian 
villa at 47 Hawthornden Road which is within the Belmont ATC of 
Belfast but proposed for demolition and replacement with 18 units.  

Paragraph 4 (d) of the Direction states that “area of townscape 
character means an area designated as such in a development plan... 
or an area listed in the Schedules attached to this Direction”.  On 
that basis the proposed ATCs in the draft Belfast Metropolitan, 
Ards and Down, Magherafelt and Northern Area plans (including 
Belmont) should automatically be afforded full ATC status and the 
new addendum to the PPS 6 on Planning, Archaeology and the Built 
Heritage on ATCs should come into play, together with the draft 
BMAP policy.  

Unfortunately indications are that the Department is still willing 
to sacrifice this and other buildings of merit which the legislation 
seeks to defend.  Even if the Planning Service does not accept that 
ATC policies can be applied, such applications should be refused on 
the grounds of prematurity, given that the designations could be 
undermined or threatened by a sequence of such proposals prior to 
adoption of the area plan.

Everyone intuitively knows what a good street is. When people talk about the 
most beautiful cities on earth, it’s always the ones with the good ordinary 
streets that are mentioned... and yet our intuitive insights have eluded 
satisfactory systematic expression. One might expect that it would, by now, 
have become as easy to reproduce the beauty of a Paris street as the taste of 
strawberry jam. (Alain de Botton in RIBA Journal, February 2005)

Cathedral Quarter Update
Our work with the local groups as part of the ‘Let’s Get it Right’ 
campaign group in the Cathedral Conservation Area led to heartening 
references in the Master Plan to the retention of historic fabric and 
re-use of upper spaces. The DSD announcement in March will show 
whether our aspirations for this fascinating area will be borne out in 
the developers’ proposals.

Somerton Road
We were taken aback by the proposal to demolish this excellent high 
Victorian dwelling within the Somerton Conservation Area of Belfast. 
Local residents joined in strong opposition to this application, but the 
dearth of in-house conservation expertise in Belfast and other planning 
divisions means that the merits of buildings within Conservation 
Areas and newly designated Areas of Townscape Character are not 
being properly assessed, if at all. 

Designations are only as good as the staff who manage them, and 
the UAHS, and the chairmen of the Historic Buildings Council and 
the Institute of Historic Building Conservation arranged to meet 
the Planning Service Chief Executive, David Ferguson, and (Acting) 
Director of Plans and Policy, Tom Clarke, to ask that at least one 
dedicated conservation officer be appointed to each division. This 
problem is likely to be exacerbated if planning is split between seven 
local councils  as currently proposed - none of whom may have an 
officer with appropriate expertise. 
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The Listing Maze
The process of listing is not generally controversial, unless a developer 
thinks his dastardly plot has been foiled, but the recent consideration 
about listing the remains of the Maze prison outside Lisburn gave rise 
to very heated discussion. 

At the outset the question was whether the whole Maze should be 
listed, and the sheer size of the complex would have made it by far the 
largest (as well as arguably the ugliest) listed building in the Province. 
However it soon became clear that even the proposal to make it a 
conservation area was not feasible, and discussion came down to what 
components of the building should be listed and why - or whether the 
Maze was simply too contentious, or too recent, to be listed. 

Undoubtedly the Maze has been at the centre of many incidents in 
the Province’s recent history, from the hunger strikes to controversial 
murders, and it has an iconic status arising from those events. Many 
people have argued that preservation of the buildings would provide 
a shrine for paramilitaries (on either side) and that the history was 
so horrible that the buildings should simply be erased. Most of the 
Maze only just falls outside the 30 year limit for listing, and it could 
be argued that it is simply too recent to assess its importance properly. 
Unfortunately time marches on, and the site is due to be redeveloped 
- in some way - so it was essential to consider the matter before 
whatever might be significant was wiped out. 

No one could argue that the Maze is a thing of beauty, but its very 
grimness is part of the experience of what it is. One recent visitor 
looked at the photographs he had taken and thought for a minute 
he must have set the camera to black and white, the sight was so 
colourless - until he came across a shot of a paramilitary mural. 

Surely, however awful historic events and places may be, it is 
important to preserve them to remind us of what we have come 
through. At the end of World War II many Nazi relics were destroyed 
lest they become shrines, but those that remain are now a poignant 
reminder of the heroism of the people who survived as well as of the 
brutality of the SS - and of the futility of all wars. The decision to list 
parts of the Maze was undoubtedly controversial, but will be seen as 
correct in years to come. History is not just about the good bits.

Listing Matters
The UAHS has consistently objected to the EHS policy under the 
Second Survey of delisting buildings that have lost their interiors 
or seen adverse changes that might conceivably be reversed by 
future owners. This is particularly damaging in groups of buildings, 
where the one or two left listed find their quality jeopardised by the 
increasing deterioration of their now unlisted neighbours. 

An excellent example of this is Court Street, Newtownards, one 
of the most consistent streets left in the town that gave us the “Ards 
doorway”. Not only is one side of the street a terrace erected within 
a short period of time in the mid-19th century and to a consistent 
design, but that terrace culminates in the scheduled Priory at one 
end. Thanks to listing, the terrace has survived with reasonable 
coherence, and most of the external changes that have occurred are 
reversible. Nevertheless under the Second Survey the majority of the 
terrace was delisted because of loss of interiors, rear extensions and 
so on. As a result the few remaining listed buildings - which include 
a lovely pair of houses and outbuildings restored by Hearth a decade 
ago - are in danger of losing their terrace context. 

The terrace in Court Street Newtownards, with Hearth’s houses on the right. The 
Priory is just off the picture to the left and forms a frame to the houses. 
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The delistings have not yet taken place, awaiting the pending 
announcement of an Area of Townscape Character for Court Street 
which it is said will preserve the terrace. This is patent nonsense, 
since an ATC does not protect details like doors and windows, and it 
is unlikely that it will protect the remaining outbuildings and rear 
elevations. There is also a very real danger that the demotion from 
listed buildings to ATC will be read in any legal debate as tantamount 
to saying that the buildings don’t really matter very much. They may 
be worse off as delisted buildings than if they had never been listed in 
the first place. 

Perhaps that wouldn’t matter so much if this was a nice suburban 
area where people were buying the houses and looking after them, but 
Court Street is being bought up by developers who have no interest in 
preserving or even using the buildings. Castlebawn Ltd has planning 
permission to establish a shopping centre and retail park in the bawn 
(actually now thought to be a walled garden) to the rear of the houses. 
The bawn has been scheduled, and is to be preserved and restored, but 
the houses are seen by Castlebawn as nothing more than a pretty wall 
round their development. 

There has been a series of planning applications and appeals in 
relation to Castlebawn and its proposals to bring custom into the 
complex from the town, many of which have been opposed by Hearth 
and the remaining owners because of the effect they would have on 
the terrace. At an appeal in 2005 there was real concern that the PAC 
might consider the terrace already delisted as the decision to delist 
had been announced, but it was argued that as the ATC was not in 
place the listing still stood, and on that basis it was possible to argue 
for a more sympathetic plan. 

It was also interesting that the EHS defence of the houses came 
primarily not from the building side but from the archaeologists, 
who saw the importance of the terrace in the context of the historical 
development of the site and as a framework for the bawn as well as 
fine buildings in their own right.

There will be further planning applications and appeals before the 
outcome for Court Street is finally known, but unless the delisting 
proposal is reversed, the consistency of this excellent group of houses 
will be steadily undermined. 

BARNI
In May 2005 the Permanent Secretary of the DoE, Stephen Peover, 
launched the 7th Buildings at Risk Northern Ireland catalogue, the 
first since 1999. It features some 102 historic structures, 25 of which 
appeared in volume 1 (published in 1993), including Gosford Castle 
(see page 2) and the Abercorn Factory, Derry. 

The catalogue highlights just over one-quarter of the total number 
of entries on the online BARNI Register, which at the time of writing 
stands at 463. Fifty-three were newly added to the Register during 
the course of the year, while 22 were removed; two regrettably due to 
demolition: an urban vernacular dwelling, Cross Street, Lisnaskea, 
and, 2-4 The Strand, Portaferry. The Society urged the Department to 
take action in the latter case – an unauthorised demolition of a listed 
terrace in a conservation area - but it was subsequently delisted. 

On a more positive note, some notable restoration schemes have 
been undertaken, with Caledon Courthouse and Portrush Town Hall 
being the most outstanding examples; both are now in community 
use. Several building preservation trusts have their own community 
based projects at various stages of progression and should begin on 
site when funding arrangements have been finalised. Private sector 
investment is also making a difference and should be encouraged on 
more exemplar schemes. Completion of the much anticipated reuse 
of the former Ulster Bank Headquarters in Waring Street will, it is 
hoped, do just that. 

The HLF’s Townscape Heritage Initiative continues to be the 
greatest catalyst for historic buildings at risk. Moneymore in 
particular has made significant headway, with the various elements 
of the new market house now restored. Other places, such as Antrim, 
Randalstown and Derry have similarly seen projects completed or 
almost completed in 2005. Each is a tremendous example of what can 
be achieved through focused heritage-led regeneration. 

However, a continuing hiatus over the future of Perry Street in 
Dungannon gives the Society cause for concern, especially when so 
much public funding is potentially available and may be lost if no 
suitable scheme is brought forward (approximately £250,000 has been 
ring-fenced under the Townscape Heritage Initiative, and further 



16 17

grant aid could come from the Housing Executive’s recently announced 
Living Over the Shop programme). It is a great shame that other 
conservation areas, such as Portaferry (or indeed any in Belfast), have 
not yet benefited from these excellent sources of funding. 

The Society continues to monitor the ongoing compulsory 
acquisition process by the DoE of the listed stable block in Sion Mills, 
where the first ever Repairs Notice was served. Although concerns 
can rightly be raised over the lengthy time-frame, we are nonetheless 
heartened by the Department’s resolve to complete this process. The 
large number of long-term buildings at risk would suggest to us that 
further targeted enforcement is necessary.

Looking towards the future it is expected that a new agreement 
will be reached with EHS to advance our collective efforts. Some 
positive moves are expected over funding in general for work to listed 
buildings, but with a special focus on buildings at risk. These will 
undoubtedly help towards achieving the ambitious target of saving at 
least 200 buildings over the next ten years set by EHS in their Vision 
for the Future consultation. Given these initiatives, and previous 
successes, the mood remains optimistic although we recognise that 
much more joined-up and creative action will be required to lower the 
463 total significantly . 

The stable block at Sion Mills - still clinging on

Salvation
Not everything in the garden is rosy by any means, but increasingly we 
find that when applications for severe alteration or demolition of listed 
buildings are taken to appeal, the PAC has supported the planners 
in their refusals. The Society’s appearance at such appeals has often 
been influential in pointing out alternative uses or comparable cases 
where buildings have been satisfactorily restored. 

One recent example of a, perhaps, borderline case that went 
in favour of preservation was 73 Main Street Portrush, the last 
remaining portion of the former Northern Counties Hotel and 
adjacent to an aggressively expanding new hotel complex that wanted 
to engulf it. The building did not have an impressive interior and 
was in poor condition, but the PAC accepted the argument that it had 
significance as a rare survival of Art Nouveau architecture and that 
it was perfectly capable of economic reuse as part of the hotel without 
the necessity of demolition. 
 

Marianne Suhr enjoying a Home & Dry event (see p.29)



18 19

Hearth
The year 2005 was a very busy one for Hearth, the housing association 
and building preservation trust which the UAHS sponsors along 
with the National Trust. As well as managing its stock of around 
a hundred dwellings, Hearth’s Revolving Fund was in the process 
of restoring two substantial buildings - both as it happens designed 
in 1870, greatly changed about 1930, falling into dereliction around 
seventy years later and undergoing restoration from October 2004. 

Portrush Town Hall featured on the cover of an earlier issue of 
Heritage Review (Spring 1999) when Coleraine Borough Council was 
applying for permission to demolish it in the teeth of considerable 
opposition from local residents. The UAHS and Hearth joined the 
Historic Buildings Council (appearing at a planning appeal for the 
first time, and represented very ably by Dawson Stelfox) and local 
representatives as third parties at the planning appeal that resulted 
when Lord Dubs persuaded the planners to refuse permission on 
the basis that he “wasn’t convinced” the building had no future. The 
appeal was refused, and the Council approached Hearth to explore its 
suggestion that a BPT might be able to restore the building. Hearth 
had in mind a local trust being set up, but in the end an amicable 
partnership was set up between Hearth as developer and the council 
as part funder and end user. The main financing came from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund and Historic Buildings Grant from EHS.

The first stage involved helping the building to dry out by carrying 
out preliminary repairs to gutters and roof, and expelling the pigeons 
that had taken up residence. Plans were drawn up to  satisfy the 
various users of the building and restore the historic character of a 
building that had been altered over the years. Consarc Conservation 
were brought in bringing  their experience of similar community 
facilities to bear on the project. The plans that were eventually 
arrived at involved construction of a new entrance staircase and lift 
within the shell of the building, the removal of an inappropriate 1960s 
extension and its replacement with a more appropriate crow-stepped 
gable. Internally, the theatre added to the building in 1930 was altered 
to create more stage space and improved green-room facilities. 

The building work was carried out on time and to budget by local 
builders McCloskey & O’Kane, and formally opened in May 2006. The 

town hall is now a multi-purpose community facility, with exhibition 
and meeting spaces and the restored assembly hall and theatre once 
more hosting the famous Portrush Summer Theatre season. 

Hearth’s other simultaneous scheme was College Green House, 
once a large private house built behind Queen’s University. For some 
forty years it was the home of John McConnell, managing director of 
Messrs Dunville & Co, whiskey distillers. He was a Unionist and a 
friend of James Craig, the first prime minister of Northern Ireland, but 
his daughters became suffragists and members of the Gaelic League. 
When the parliament initially met in the Presbyterian Assembly 
College across the road it is likely that Craig came over to McConnell’s 
house for a chat - but the younger daughter Mabel was very fond of a 
nationalist revolutionary, Desmond FitzGerald, and eloped with him 
from College Green House. Mabel and Desmond’s youngest son was 
Garret, who went on to become Taioseach. It is hard to think of many 
Belfast buildings that encapsulate the politics of early 20th century 
Ireland so neatly as College Green House. 

After McConnell’s death the house changed hands and was 
converted into flats, with many windows and much of the interior 
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being changed drastically in the process. As a result, although the 
rest of College Green was listed, this house in its crucial corner 
location was not, and Hearth’s first job after negotiating a long lease 
on the building was to get it listed. That opened the door to crucial 
funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund, and as soon as planning 
permission had been granted work could commence, with builders 
Annvale Construction Ltd. 

This involved considerable structural difficulties, including partial 
underpinning of the building and in particular work to the former 
coach house and stables (a very rare survival in a building so close to 
the city centre), as well as reinstatement of the original fenestration 
and extensive services work. The six restored flats and the restaurant, 
Molly’s Yard, which has opened in the outbuildings have attracted 
considerable acclaim. A building which had become an ugly duckling 
is now once more an ornament to the Queen’s Conservation Area and 
has been followed by further restoration in the terrace. 

College Green House (on the left) showing its condition in 2000 following the 
alteration to flats in the 1930s and before its College Green elevation was restored 
(see back cover). The houses on the right were developed at the same time as College 
Green House but had retained their character. The rest of the terrace has seen more 
restoration in 2006, by Queen’s University and others. 

Should Glenarm be More Like Liverpool?
One would have imagined that a development of four storeys in height 
on the sea side of the Antrim coast road and within the Glenarm 
Conservation Area would be likely to be thrown out by the planners. 
Not so - they thought of buildings of a similar height that looked fine 
round the harbour of Liverpool and decided that Glenarm could take 
it on the chin.

Not surprisingly, the Glenarm residents group took up cudgels 
against the decision. They were not opposed to development of the old 
fish factory site, and did not initially oppose the application until they 
learnt, belatedly, about the size of the proposed building. They then 
applied for a judicial review, and called on the Society and Hearth 
(which has two projects in the village) to support their case. 

Footnote: The judicial review, with Nicholas Hanna, a member of 
the UAHS committee, as barrister to the Glenarm residents, found 
against the DoE, and the planners must now review the application in 
the light of the guidance they should have been following in the first 
place. Let us hope it will result in a much smaller development on this 
important site. 

Wigs on the green
We defended a simple vernacular group of 19th century buildings 
alongside the ice house and salmon green in Portballintrae during a 
four day planning appeal. The ice house, due to be demolished, became 
scheduled as a monument  prior to the hearing and was therefore 
offered a future, but its context was not safeguarded.

Buildings associated with the fishing industry are highlighted 
in the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty guide for the Causeway 
Coast and the Glens and, while not statutorily protected, this group 
was worthy of protection as the last remaining vestiges of buildings 
associated with that industry, the raison d’être of the village. It was 
particularly galling, therefore, to hear one of the appellants’ expert 
witnesses argue that the scheme to replace the Salmon Cottage 
and its outbuildings and to build over the green would “improve 
Portballintrae’s identity and sense of place as a fishing village on the 
Causeway Coast”. Perhaps black is white, too. 
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Project Belfast 
Never one to shirk a challenge, our indefatigable research officer Rita 
Harkin wondered how the UAHS might mark the Celebrate Belfast 
campaign with funding channelled through Belfast City Council. 
Helped by student volunteer Wendy Doole, she decided to devise a son 
et lumière show of buildings lost, at risk and restored, and provided a 
contemporary counterbalance to it by commissioning an accompanying 
musical score from the Sonic Arts group at Queen’s University. 

Pedro Rebelo and Ricardo Climent responded at once and came 
up with dramatic sounds that made watching the images flashed 
up on the inner quadrangle at Queen’s during three evenings of the 
Festival at Queen’s a memorable and very moving experience. A DVD 
was made of the images and music and saw further performances in 
America and Australia. 

Committee
During the year under review we welcomed a new committee member, 
Dr Murray Power, who was bravely coming straight into the role of 
Treasurer, which he has fulfilled with energy and a very constructive 
approach. Perhaps circumstances helped, but he has managed to turn 
in a very good financial result for the year and boosted our morale 
considerably. Murray took over from Keith McCleane, who had looked 
after our finances through ten difficult years of declining income and 
increasing costs, and our thanks go to him for his steadfast control of 
our finances during that difficult period. 

We also, for the first time, appointed a vice-chairman, and were 
delighted that Jane McClure agreed to take on the role. She is already 
very active in the management of the Society as well as running an 
amenity group and a building preservation trust on her home patch 
of Holywood, and she has demonstrated a vigorous and determined 
approach that should produce positive results in our negotiations with 
government and developers. 

As a student, trained in the modernist idiom, I was told my designs need 
not concern themselves with addressing adjoining buildings because, in due 
course, these would be replaced with modernist developments. (Letter to 
Building Design from Graham Towers, January 2005)

Staff on the Move
Actually the Society has a very stable staff and this title is not about 
any change of personnel, but during 2005 both Rita Harkin and 
Andrew McClelland were travelling abroad on business. 

Rita was awarded a Winston Churchill Travelling Fellowship 
to study legislation and techniques for providing disabled access to 
historic properties in America and Scandinavia. She travelled to 
America initially, and studied buildings in New York and Boston, and 
later in Sweden, Norway and Denmark. She was back in Stockholm in 
October to speak at a conference, has addressed several groups back 
here on the subject and, in 2006, was asked to speak in Hungary. 

In most countries Rita found the attitude to disabled access was 
more measured than here, with the desirability of access taken for 
granted on the one hand, but on the other the disabled lobby accepting 
that full access may not be appropriate to certain buildings. When 
access into historic buildings was being provided a high standard 
of design was recognised as being necessary, and access was made 
discreetly and with considerable awareness of the context. 

Meanwhile Andrew was back in his old stamping ground of central 
Europe to participate as an invited delegate at a conference in Poland. 
He looked at the problems of preserving ancient wooden structures 
where the original use, and in many cases the communities that had 
been responsible for them, had moved on. No doubt Andrew was able 
to bring his UAHS experiences to bear on the problems but he has 
also brought back fresh ideas and contacts to the heritage world in 
Northern Ireland. 

Rita and Andrew presented talks on their trips at the 2006 AGM 
and also at a specially convened lunchtime meeting at Environment & 
Heritage Service in the spring.

The majority of buildings in this country are tedious, boring, bad for the 
health and very often built in the wrong place. (Will Alsop, opening his 
Supercity exhibition, February 2005)

I’ve been in some listed buildings - and you would be safer outside them 
than inside. (Cllr Roy Thompson telling Antrim Council that they should not 
accept the listing of buildings in poor condition, February 2005)
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Events
The Society’s events and outings go from strength to strength and 
2005 was no exception. Many thanks are due to Keith Gilmour and 
his committee, to those who organise and lead the outings, to the 
generous owners of properties which we visit and to the lecturers who 
inform and inspire our audiences.

There were three lectures in the winter months, all of them in the 
Ulster Museum’s auditorium, for which we are most grateful. James 
Howley started off the year with a fascinating talk about landscape 
design, especially focusing on follies about which he has written 
extensively. Also from Dublin, Freddie O’Dwyer enthralled his 
audience with an exposition of the work of Christopher Myers, an 18th 
century architect to whom, Dr O’Dwyer explained, several buildings 
in Ulster could be attributed on stylistic analysis. 

Our February AGM speaker Marcus Binney, President of SAVE 
Britain’s Heritage and newly appointed Vice-President of the Society, 
gave an inspiring talk about SAVE and the various campaigns which 
it has undertaken to preserve many buildings at risk in Great Britain. 
No doubt his support will boost our future campaigns. 

The final lecture of the year was sponsored by the Belfast Building 
Preservation Trust and given by Colin Amery, Chairman of the World 
Monuments Fund. By showing examples of buildings of the greatest 
importance throughout the world which have been saved through the 
WMF’s efforts, his lecture helped put our own local challenges into a 
broader perspective and gave us all heart about what can be achieved. 
The venue for the lecture, Christ Church, is testament to the will, 
commitment and ability of our local conservation community.

Outings took place throughout the spring, summer and autumn 
months, aimed at the wide spectrum of our membership. Architecture 
students were led by Karen Latimer and Rita Harkin, ably assisted 
by Eddie McParland and with a guest appearance from Hugh Dixon, 
on a weekend in Dublin. A repeat of our over-subscribed 2004 visit to 
Lissan House was held, through the kindness of  Hazel Dolling. 

We also visited Red Hall, near Larne, home of the McClintock 
family.  More traditional walking tours took place in Antrim town, 

Bushmills, Benburb, Lifford and Sion Mills, Armagh City, Limavady 
and Ballykelly, and in the University area of Belfast in conjunction 
with the publication of a heritage trail prompted by the large exhibition 
of architectural drawings of the University’s building stock organised 
by Dawson Stelfox and Karen Latimer. 

Our weekend away trip took us to Cork City under the expert 
guidance of Primrose Wilson and Karen Latimer, assisted by local 
experts. One day was spent at superb country houses in the area, 
including Riverstown House, Kilshannig and Fota, while on the second 
we walked through many parts of the city, including the University 
and its new Glucksman Gallery, and St Finbar’s Cathedral where the 
Dean’s talk was a tour de force. We briefly met our Irish Georgian 
Society colleagues at their equivalent of the Historic Buildings Owners 
Day. Needless to say, the hospitality and conviviality were what one 
has come to expect on any tour organised by Primrose and Karen.

Our own Historic Buildings Owners’ Days took place both in 
Enniskillen, when we also had a tour of the restored holiday cottages 
at Belle Isle with Richard Pierce, and in the Ulster Folk and Transport 
Museum. These days combine the social pleasure of an event with the 
information and technical knowledge of our education programme. 
They are always well attended and we are grateful to Primrose Wilson 
and her small team who organise them so effectively. Look up “Home 
and Dry” on the Society’s website to find a lot more information about 
the next series of events.

All of these multi-site visits and information days involve logistical 
and co-ordination abilities which are impressive to say the least.

Two parties heralded the Christmas season: our annual Open 
House was a splendid chance for members to meet staff and committee 
members, to savour Kevin Baird’s special mulled wine, to enjoy music 
provided by Marcus Patton and friends and to make some excellent 
purchases of Society publications, cards and prints, not to mention gift 
memberships. Thanks to the Bar Council and to Sir Donnell Deeny, 
we had a fascinating visit to the Bar Library where refreshments were 
delicious and plentiful. Sir Donnell’s introductory talk was amusing 
and informative and he kindly conducted a tour which included many 
of the works of art on display. 
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Book Reviews
Twenty-one Views in Belfast and its Neighbourhood, edited by P D 
Hardy; reprinted with notes and an introduction by C E B Brett. Linen 
Hall Library jointly with the UAHS, Belfast 2005, £12.50.

Only three original copies of this book exist: one (with a missing page) 
in the National Library, Dublin; one in the Bodleian Library, Oxford, 
and one in the Linen Hall Library, Belfast.  This high-quality reprint 
ensures that it will never be necessary again to trouble a librarian for 
a perusal of the precious original.

Explanation for the rarity of this volume partly lies in the high 
price asked when it was published in 1837: two shillings and sixpence.  
Philip Dixon Hardy had taken over the Dublin Penny Journal which – 
in spite of achieving a circulation of nearly 50,000 – had accumulated 
heavy debts.  Hardy had neither the learning nor the standing to 
attract back the able writers of earlier years.  Then he gave the journal 
the coup de grâce by referring to the ‘bloody reign of Queen Mary’: this 
immediately resulted in the launch of the Catholic Penny Magazine 
which siphoned off at least 6,000 readers. The publication of Twenty-
one Views seems to have been Hardy’s last desperate throw.

Hardy’s text may well be somewhat derivative and uninspiring.  
Charles Brett’s authoritative and lively introduction and notes 
demonstrate that he was in charge of all his faculties in the last year 
of his remarkably productive life.  He corrects Hardy’s errors and 
provides concise and lucid information on the buildings and views. 

These views – twenty-three, actually – provide a delightful portrait 
of Belfast on the eve of its extraordinary transformation into a great 
industrial city.  Belfast was still no more than a large provincial 
town with a population of around 60,000.  Twenty years were to pass 
before the commencement of iron shipbuilding – and, indeed, Queen’s 
Island did not exist until the Victoria Channel was completed in 1849.  
‘Distant View of Belfast, from the South’ shows a sylvan and pastoral 
scene, a compact town where steeples still tower over mill chimneys, 
and the 17th century Long Bridge just before demolition.

This book was intended to show Belfast’s modern buildings, or, at 
least those constructed over the previous fifty years.  The classical 

style still prevailed.  As Thackeray wrote a year later: ‘These buildings 
do not affect the Gothic, like many of the meagre edifices of the 
Established and Roman Catholic churches, but have a physiognomy of 
their own – a thick-set citizen look’.  Only in the views outside Belfast, 
notably of Hillsborough parish church, does the Gothic appear.

It is for the woodcut views that you will want this volume.  Buy 
two (£12.50 represents excellent value) and then – guilt-free – snip 
pictures out for framing.  The most delightful are by Andrew Nicholl, 
the son of a bootmaker from Church Lane who was already Belfast’s 
leading painter.  Emit a sigh or two for the loss of some fine structures 
such as St Anne’s Church and the County Institution for Insane 
Persons. 

Jonathan Bardon

This Wonder-Working Canal  A History of the Tyrone Navigation by 
Thomas McIlvenna, published by Coalisland Branch of the Inland 
Waterways Association of Ireland, £20.

This handsome volume in hardback extends to some 400 pages and 
is lavishly illustrated with photographs – many in colour – maps and 
diagrams. At a time when the restoration of canals is a topical issue 
this detailed account of the Coalisland Canal, or Tyrone Navigation, 
is particularly welcome.  Much has been written about and around 
this enterprise over the years but McIlvenna brings a fresh approach 
which not only reassesses the earlier official papers but extends his 
research to give more emphasis to the social, political and economic 
factors surrounding the construction and development of the canal. 
Envisaged as the best way to export coal from the East Tyrone 
Coalfield to Dublin via the Newry canal its creation had anything but 
a smooth ride and as the book records, “ the many constraints thrown 
up by the topography and geology of the Lough Neagh Basin form a 
backdrop to the very differing contributions made by two and a half 
centuries of entrepreneurs, visionaries, gifted but reckless engineers, 
honest men and scoundrels”.

The extension of the canal from Coalisland to the coalfields at 
Drumglass near Dungannon, designed by David Dukart – once 
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described as the last great exponent of the Palladian style in Ireland 
– has a complete chapter and will be the subject of an outing by 
the Society led by Thomas McIlvenna later in the year when such 
innovations as the inclined pane, or dry hurry, and the superb 
aqueduct at Newmills will be visited.

A final chapter deals with efforts being made to reopen the canal 
from Lough Neagh to the basin in Coalisland, so for anyone interested 
in canals generally or the Coalisland Canal in particular and its full 
life story, this book will be compulsive reading.

Ian McQuiston

Tollymore: the Story of an Irish Demesne, by the Earl of Roden; UAHS, 
Belfast, 2005, pp.xii + 195. £20 hardback, £15 softback. 

With the publication of this book, Lord Roden joins the select ranks 
of James Lees-Milne’s ‘Earls of Creation’. He has created a record of 
an Irish demesne which is unique, not because it has never been done 
before, but because of the way he has gone about it.

His researches, in archival, photographic, art-historical, printed 
and other sources, and when tramping the ground at Tollymore, have 
been resourceful and minute. He has the eye of both a scholar and a 
countryman – also of a mountaineer, which is useful when it comes to 
recording the properties of Mourne granite. He can spot a bapstone at 
a hundred paces.

The book is well structured. It is organised into six chapters 
(preceded by a foreword by the Knight of Glin). The kernel of the book 
is Chapters 2 and 3 which are called respectively ‘The Limerick era’ 
and ‘The Clanbrassil era’. They describe how James Hamilton, 1st 
Viscount Limerick and Earl of Clanbrassil (1694-1758), and his only 
son and namesake, the 2nd Earl of Clanbrassil (1730-98), laid out 
Tollymore and erected follies and features all over the place, usually 
under the influence of the English landscaper, Thomas Wright (1711-
86). The 2nd Earl was childless. So, at his death his properties both 
at Bryansford, Co Down, and Dundalk, Co Louth, passed to his sister 
Anne, widow of the 1st Earl of Roden, and the author’s ancestress. The 
ensuing ‘Roden era’ at Tollymore was less distinguished: the author 
may reasonably be regarded as reversing a downward trend.

His story of the demesne is interwoven with an account of more 
general developments (and fashions) in landscape gardening, so that 
Tollymore is never seen out of context. Likewise, an attempt is made 
to sketch in the political and economic background against which work 
at Tollymore progressed and, in the later period, started to be undone. 
Lord Roden has a strong and obvious affection for the place, rooted in 
his childhood there. This animates the book but does not encumber 
it with nostalgia or regret. Nor does he exaggerate the achievements 
or palliate the excesses of his forebears. In short, this book is at once 
passionate and dispassionate – an effect not easily achieved and one 
which has not been striven for but comes naturally.

The illustrations are a research tool in themselves, and are 
magnificently reproduced (frequently in colour), and appositely placed 
by the UAHS’s designer. Granted the dispersal of the Tollymore 
library and collection, mainly by his grandfather in the author’s 
lifetime, tracing and assembling many of the illustrations were major 
jobs in themselves. One point of criticism must be the failure to record 
the source of the c.1860s-80s photographs of Tollymore, principally of 
the house. These probably come from family albums and albums held 
at Hilton Park, Co Monaghan, but this information should have been 
provided (and unfailingly is in respect of all the other illustrations). 
The plans and photographs of the house as enlarged and remodelled 
c.1840 suggest that this enlargement was much more successful than 
such operations usually are: it was not till after a major fire in 1878 
that Tollymore assumed its overblown, château-like appearance. So 
these photographs are important.

The other point of criticism is the cover illustration, This is based 
on Thomas Milton’s view of the original small Georgian house. But a 
computer has been at work; the black and white engraving has been 
coloured unnaturally; and the effect is metallic and disturbing. This 
piece of misguided design was unnecessary, as there are a number 
of authentic coloured illustrations within which would have served 
admirably on the cover. Normally the cover illustration disguises 
a dull interior: in this case the cover illustration detracts from a 
splendid book.

A.P.W. Malcomson
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The Shape of Things to Come
We have been putting built heritage heads together to determine how 
best the historic environment should be managed in the wake of the 
Review of Public Administration, when planning functions are set to 
revert to local government through seven new local councils. There 
are a host of vital questions to be addressed:

Should the Environment and Heritage Service remain and assume 
the guise of a non-departmental public body or be subsumed into an 
Environmental Protection Agency? Who should schedule monuments, 
list buildings and designate conservation areas? And who will look 
after and promote the value of these precious assets together with 
areas of townscape character, Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
and historic parks, gardens and demesnes? Who will sharpen and 
employ those rusty enforcement tools? Is this the opportunity to 
introduce third party rights of appeal to bolster confidence in the 
new councils? How can we best equip councils to manage the already 
eroded historic stock responsibly at a local level?

The Review of Environmental Governance is imminent and 
together with the Historic Buildings Council we co-ordinated a 
round table session in December 2005 with key players including 
Environment and Heritage Service, Planning Service, the Historic 
Buildings and Monuments Councils, the Institute of Historic Building 
Conservation, the Architectural Heritage Fund and Association of 
Building Preservation Trusts among others. At subsequent debates, 
we will look at models from elsewhere and develop a consensus on an 
optimum, tailored local solution for Northern Ireland.

The idea that you can save the planet by consuming resources is absurd. If 
you want to be really sustainable, buy an old house, fill it with antiques and 
walk everywhere. (Icon magazine, Oct 2005). 

The lady trying to interest me in an amazingly complicated system for 
recycling grey water didn’t know that it needed to be driven by an electric 
pump... The up-to-date garden is a conglomerate of decking, patio, and other 
forms of hard landscaping, a batless, toadless, outdoor room where insects 
must be zapped. (Germaine Greer in The Guardian on a show of ideal homes, 
June 2005). 
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Consultations
In 2005 the Society commented on numerous planning applications, 
including objections to applications for demolition of buildings in 
conservation areas in Bushmills, Portaferry, Newry, Donaghadee, 
Downpatrick, Enniskillen, Londonderry, Randalstown and Belfast. 

We also commented on a wide range of consultations, including the 
Issues Paper on Houses in Multiple Occupation (HMOs), the Arts 
Council of Northern Ireland’s report Architecture and the Built 
Environment for Northern Ireland, a study on rural policy by Price 
Waterhouse Coopers and the draft Planning Reform (NI) Order. We 
welcomed the Addendum to Planning Policy Statement 6 (PPS6) on 
Areas of Townscape Character and a consultation on National Parks. 
We also commented on the revisions to Building Regulations including 
the new Part R on access and facilities for disabled people. 

Detailed responses were given on various strategic planning 
documents, including the Draft Belfast Metropolitan Area Plan 2015, 
the Northern Area Plan 2016, the Issues Paper consultation on the 
West Tyrone Area Plan 2019,  and draft DSD Masterplans for the 
North East and North West Quarters of Belfast.  

Home and Dry
Two further historic building owners’ days in the series funded by the 
Heritage Lottery Fund took place in 2005.  ‘Living in Small Houses’ 
was held in Enniskillen  in May and explored how these buildings 
can accommodate 21st century uses without destroying their 
charm. At the Ulster Folk & Transport Museum in September BBC 
Restoration presenter and chartered surveyor Marianne Suhr (see 
p.15) addressed owners on how to tackle damp, historic fabric’s arch 
enemy, and launched the website designed to accompany the series: 
www.homeanddry.info. 

Emil L Larson would have been 104 years old in 2001, so state regulators 
in America found it unlikely when drawings for new construction were 
submitted that year with his name on them. In fact he had died in 1996 and 
his draughtsman John Pavlovich, 67, had drawn up plans for 28 projects in 
Larson’s name. When suspicious investigators first challenged Pavlovich, he 
said his former boss was ‘on vacation’. He was fined $250,000 in 2005. 
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Supply and Demand 

During 2005 there was growing concern about a Government 
initiative called the Pathfinder scheme, which proposed to address the 
problem of low demand in the northern and midland cities of England 
by wholesale demolition and rebuilding. Some 400,000 houses, mostly 
pre-1910 terraces, were scheduled for demolition over the next ten 
to fifteen years.  Entire areas of four-and-five-bedroom houses in 
Liverpool were up for demolition.

Adam Wilkinson of SAVE pointed out that these were not slums 
but viable historic streets. Prof Anne Power of the LSE argued that 
“trying to disrupt the cycle of decline by effectively tearing an area 
up and starting again is the most disruptive and radical of solutions”, 
and warned that poor decisions made now could leave some cities and 
towns paying a high price for decades to come. 

As opposition to the plans grew it became apparent that even the 
midlands were not immune to rising house prices. In most areas 
prices had in fact doubled between 2002 and 2005, far beyond what 
was predicted to come from redevelopment, and raising the question 
of whether intervention was actually necessary. “With  house prices 
going up, it may be more worthwhile to invest in refurbishment”, said 
an official. 

If the Pathfinder project does go ahead at all now, it will be greatly 
reduced in scale, and it would not be surprising to find many of the 
proposed demolitions at the core of conservation areas in years to 
come. 

The Society has often expressed concerns about the wholesale 
demolition of terraced housing in Belfast and elsewhere being carried 
out by the Housing Executive (and now being continued by housing 
associations). There seem to be strong parallels.  

US urban planner Donald Shoup argues that parking requirements for new 
developments ‘subsidise cars, distort transportation choices, warp urban 
form, increase housing costs, burden low-income households, debase urban 
design, damage the economy, and degrade the environment’. He reckons they 
add 20% to the cost of each affordable housing unit and reduce the number of 
units that can be built on a site. 

Application for Membership 

Full name .................................

Address ....................................

...................................................

Postcode ...................................

Tel (home) ................................

Tel (work) .................................

E-mail ............................

TYPES OF MEMBERSHIP
Please indicate the type of mem-
bership applied for:

Annual ..............................�  £20
Joint Annual .....................�  £30
Corporate ..........................�  £100
Students under 25 .............�  £10

By signing up to the Gift Aid 
scheme, you automatically increase 
the value to us of your subscription 
and any donations:

I wish to use Gift Aid for all 
donations I have made to UAHS 
since 6 April 2000 and all donations 
I make in the future until I notify 
you otherwise:

Signed ........................................

Date..................................................

Payment by Direct Debit reduces the Society’s expenses. Please complete the Direct Debit mandate (above. 

1. Members of the UAHS are fully protected by the strict control which Banks and Building Societies maintain over the Direct Debit system. 
Only organisations approved by the bank are allowed to operate the Direct Debit system.

2. The UAHS must notify you at least ten days in advance of any proposed change to the date and amount of your payment.

3. The UAHS must give you an immediate refund if a payment does not conform to your Direct Debit instruction.

4. You may cancel your instruction at any time by notifying your bank or building Society AND advising the UAHS accordingly. 
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Fishmongers’ Company in Ulster £8.00
Moneymore and Draperstown  £8.00
Irish Church Monuments  £8.00
J J McCarthy and the Gothic  
       Revival in Ireland £8.00
Mausolea in Ulster   £4.00
Classical Churches in Ulster £4.00
Roger Mulholland  £4.00
Architectural Schizophrenia £4.00
Malone House    £4.00
The Workhouses of Ulster  £4.00
Ballywalter Park   £4.00

UAHS  PUBLICATIONS
BOOKS, MONOGRAPHS AND ESSAYS

Hillsborough Castle  £4.50
Ulster Model Schools  £7.60
Buildings of Co Antrim   £24.00
Gate Lodges of Ulster  £13.95
Stormont  £8.00
Buildings of Co Armagh  £28.00
Buildings of North Co Down  £28.00
Albert Memorial Clock  £8.00
Avenues to the Past  £16.00
Twenty One Views of Belfast  £12.50
Tollymore  £20.00

LISTS AND GAZETTEERS
Queen’s area of Belfast   £4.00
Banbridge   £4.00
Town of Monaghan   £4.00
West Antrim   £4.00
Craigavon (Omnibus)  £4.00
Joy Street area of Belfast  £4.00
St Helier, Jersey £4.00

Towns and Villages of Mid Down  £4.00
Donaghadee and Portpatrick  £4.00
Rathfriland and Hilltown £4.00
Malone and Stranmillis   £7.50
Buildings of Armagh  £6.50
Central Belfast £9.50
Bangor (new edition)  £9.00

Orders for all the above publications, and standing orders for future publications, may be 
sent to the Society at 66 Donegall Pass, Belfast BT7 1BU, and will be fulfilled subject to 
availability, and at the charges for postage and packing ruling at the date of order. 

Many of the Society’s early Lists are now out-of-print, and while we hope to bring out new 
editions of some them, the Secretary is happy to assist enquirers by making photocopies on 
request at cost from the copies held in the Society’s office. The following items are now out of 
print: 

Lisburn    
Portaferry and Strangford
Antrim and Ballymena   
Downpatrick 
City of Derry   
Dungannon and Cookstown
Glens of Antrim 
North Antrim
Coleraine and Portstewart   
Enniskillen 
Towns and Villages of East Down  
Island of Rathlin

Mourne
North Derry   
Carrickfergus 
Town of Cavan  
The Earl Bishop of Derry
An Introduction to Ulster Architecture
Palm House and Botanic Gardens, Belfast
Court Houses and Market Houses
The Diamond as Big as a Square
Clandeboye
Buildings at Risk catalogues 1-6
Directory of Traditional Building Skills

The Ulster Architectural Heritage Society exists to promote the appreciation 
and enjoyment of good architecture of all periods - from the prehistoric to the 
contemporary - in the nine counties of Ulster, to encourage the preservation 
and restoration of buildings of merit or importance; and to increase  public 
awareness of  the beauty,  history  and character of local neighbourhoods. 

This newsletter outlines some of the major activities of the Society during 2005.

John Anderson
Iona Andrews 
Brian Campbell
Roisin Donnelly
Rosie Ford-Hutchinson
Nicholas Hanna
Helen Hossack
Karen Latimer

Ian McQuiston
Annesley Malley
Marcus Patton
Terence Reeves-Smyth
Mary Salter
Dawson Stelfox
John Stewart

President:  
Sir Charles Brett
Vice-Presidents:  
Dr Maurice Craig
Marcus Binney

UAHS Committee for 2005-06:
Peter O Marlow (Chairman) 
Jane McClure (Vice-Chairman) 
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The Society is always looking for members interested in taking an active part in 
its activities. In particular, monitoring of planning applications, preparation of new 
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