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It is not suggested that all buildings listed must be retained in any redevelopment. Individual
buildings are marked A when they are considered of outstanding merit or importance, and are
considered essential. Those marked B are important and should be retained, if at all possible.

The rest are of sufficient importance to merit integration in any new scheme. Groups marked G

should wherever possible be retained, though the buildings constituting a group may, individually,
be of varying interest and importance. Many of these will be suitable for treatment either as
conservation areas or as general improvement areas-



PREFACE

In the spring of 1971, the Society received an urgent request from Building Design
Partnership and the Down County Planning Officer to carry out an emergency inventory
of buildings of importance for inclusion in their Mid-Down Area Planning Statement.
This request followed hot on the heels of an earlier invitation to assist with their
Downpatrick Area Plan. A provisional listing was prepared within six months by Lady
Dunleath and the compiler of this List; it was completed on 31st December 1971; and
was published as an Appendix to the Planning Statement in December 1972.

The present volume, twenty-first in the series published by the Society, represents
a greatly expanded and substantially revised version of that Appendix, with the
addition of the references and illustrations which were lacking from the interim
document. It does not cover quite the same area; no attempt has been made to cover
Carryduff, nor what the Planning Statement sweetly calls the "stop-line settlements"
- Drumbeg, Drumbo, Ballylesson, Edenderry, Purdysburn, Newtownbreda, and Castlereagh.
Only the towns and villages, and a very small number of adjacent buildings of out
standing importance, are dealt with in this List. No attempt has been made to cover
the buildings of the intervening countryside.

The compiler accepts full and sole responsibility for the judgements on questions of
taste or opinion which this List contains, while once again paying tribute to the
invaluable work undertaken by his colleague. Lady Dunleath, in the earlier stages of
the survey. In this, as in previous publications of the Society, criticism, where
thought appropriate, is expressed in uncompromising terms. This sometimes gives
offence to the owners of buildings, and to others. But it must be said that those
who neglect, spoil or vulgarise the buildings in their charge give offence to others
also. It is the object of the Society to open the eyes of the people of Ulster to
their surroundings; to bring them to a more lively appreciation and awareness both
of what is good, and of what is bad. The Society makes no apology for expressing
its views forthrightly and with vigour. It is the hope of the compiler that this
List will serve to enhance the enjoyment by many people of the better buildings of
Mid Down; and will awaken them to the need to protest against the degrading of their
architectural heritage, wherever it occurs.

Ptasterwork from Montalto (page 35)
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