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“I am thrilled to welcome you to the 2021 Northern Ireland Heritage Angel Awards. 
It was in 2011 that Simon Thurley, then Chief Executive of English Heritage, and I 
discussed the idea of an awards scheme to acknowledge exceptional achievement 
by individuals and communities who give their all to the conservation of a historic 
building against all odds. It now gives me great pleasure that, with support from my 
Foundation and under the expert stewardship of Ulster Architectural Heritage, the 
Awards are taking place here in Northern Ireland for the fourth year running.  
I would like to offer congratulations to everyone involved in the astounding range 
of projects showcased tonight; you are playing a vital role in protecting unique 
heritage, buildings, landscapes and traditional skills for future generations, thank 
you for the time, skill and enthusiasm you dedicate to this important cause.”

Welcome to the Heritage Angel Awards 
2021 in the historic Belfast City Hall. 

This is the fourth year of the awards in 
Northern Ireland, and following on from our 
previous successful awards in the Market 
Place Theatre, Armagh and the Guildhall in 
Derry-Londonderry. We are also delighted 
to introduce for this year our Heritage Arts 
Challenge. Inspired by the success of Heritage 
in Song, this year UAH worked to feature 
the work of amateur artists across Ulster 
and beyond, and then collaborating with 
a selected few to celebrate local heritage 
landmarks. The workshops and competition 
has been a tremendous success and will be 
celebrated throughout the evening. 

The Heritage Angel Awards is designed to 
give recognition to groups and individuals 
who have worked to conserve our cultural 
heritage and rescue and restore it for future 
generations. The awards are funded primarily 

by the Andrew Lloyd Webber Foundation, 
which provides grants to support the arts, 

culture and heritage for the benefit of the 
general public. The awards are further 
supported this year by the Department for 
Communities, CITB NI, The Irish News 
and Belfast City Council. The awards are 
managed by Ulster Architectural Heritage, an 
independent charity which has been working 
for more than fifty years to promote built 
heritage and its protection, conservation and 
heritage-led regeneration across the nine 
counties of Ulster.

We would like to extend a special welcome 
to all those shortlisted applicants attending 
this evening and a thank you to all those 

who applied this year. Additionally we would 
like to thank all those who took part in the 
public vote and we hope that you enjoy your 
evening celebrating the built heritage of 
Northern Ireland in Belfast City Hall.

ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER
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TUESDAY 23RD NOVEMBER, 2021
BELFAST CITY HALL

FEATURING PERFORMANCES BY BRIGID O’NEILL, ANTHONY TONER
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The Heritage Angel Awards Northern Ireland celebrates the efforts of 
local people, either individuals or groups, who have saved, interpreted and 
recorded historic buildings and places.

The awards have been running successfully for a number of years in England 
and Scotland. This will be the fourth year of awards for Northern Ireland. 
The Heritage Angel Awards are funded by the Andrew Lloyd Webber 
Foundation, and in Northern Ireland are further supported by Department 
for Communities and CITB NI in 2021. We thank Belfast City Council for 
their kind support and use of Belfast City Hall.

Nominations were received from volunteers, individuals and groups who 
were involved in heritage projects of different scales spanning the length and 
breadth of Northern Ireland.

The six Heritage Angel Awards categories are:

• Best Rescue of a Historic Building or Place (Under £1m)

• Best Major Regeneration of a Historic Building 
 or Place (Over £1m)

• Best Contribution to a Heritage Project by Young People 

• Best Craftsmanship or Apprentice 
 on a Heritage Rescue or Repair Project

• Best Maintenance of a Historic Building or Place 

• Best Research, Interpretation or Recording
 of a Historic Building or Place

Entries for the Heritage Angel Awards were assessed by a panel of 
experts and volunteers from the heritage sector. A shortlist has been 
put before the judges, who have chosen an overall winner from each 
category.

Additionally, there are awards for the winner of the Public Vote and 
for Lifetime Achievement.

www.heritageangelawards-ni.org.uk
www.ulsterarchitecturalheritage.org.uk 
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Billy McNeilly has been nominated as a Heritage Angel by 
his grandson, Wills McNeilly, in recognition of his lifetime of 
restoration work. Greenwood Cottage was purchased by Wills 
in a state of extreme disrepair, and worked with his grandfather 
to fully restore it. Modern amendments were removed, and Billy, 
Wills and a host of local craftspeople worked to ensure this 
18thC cottage was completely restored. Billy was the Clerk of 
Works for the National Trust at a time of many restorations, such 
as Mount Stewart, Castle Ward and the rescue of Patterson’s 
Spade Mill. Sadly, Billy passed away in November before the work 
was completed, therefore Greenwood Cottage is both a perfectly 
restored traditional cottage, but also a testament to the legacy of 
one of Northern Ireland’s great heritage professionals.

Cushendun Old Church is situated on the Antrim coast, in 
an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. It is a beautifully 
proportioned simple red sandstone building, built in 1842 and 
now Grade B1 listed. A prominent feature in the village, it was 
deconsecrated in 2003 and then fell derelict and was placed on 
the Buildings at Risk register. As a result, a cross-community 
group, Cushendun Building Preservation Trust was formed to 
preserve the building and give it renewed purpose. With funding, 
the building was fully restored and an annex added to the 
entrance. The result is a sympathetic restoration complemented 
by a modern kitchen and related facilities, now in regular use by 
the whole community for classes, workshops, a meeting space and 
a venue for weddings and other events.

Situated in Hillsborough and occupying a prominent corner site 
in the conservation area, 1 Arthur Street and 21 Ballynahinch 
Street were built around 1825. By 2017 only four grade B2 listed 
walls were left of the original blacksmith’s forge and associated 
blacksmith’s house. In 2017, the Brady family purchased the 
properties at 21 Ballynahinch Street (the village Forge) and 1 
Arthur Street (the Blacksmith’s adjoining cottage). The buildings 
contribute so much to the distinctive style of the Hillsborough 
conservation area, and the Brady family, have successfully restored 
unique features such as the lattice windows, creating work 
for local craftspeople in the process. Following the work, the 
buildings are now rented out for purposes that benefit the local 
community, namely a deli and a 2 bed cottage. 

SHORTLISTED: CATEGORY 1

BILLY McNEILLY
GREENWOOD COTTAGE 

DROMARA

NIGEL BRADY
21 BALLYNAHINCH STREET &

1 ARTHUR STREET

HILLSBOROUGH

CUSHENDUN BUILDING 
PRESERVATION TRUST
THE OLD CHURCH CENTRE 

CUSHENDUN

BEST RESCUE OF A HISTORIC BUILDING 
OR PLACE (UNDER £1M)
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The Merchant House, built between 1760-1779, became 
derelict in the 1970s. The building secured grade B+ listing in 
1976 and came to reflect the declining fortunes of the town. In 
2017 Michael Dunlop of Urban Property Solutions Ltd bought 
the property and sought to explore options for its long term 
restoration, eventually partnering with the Townscape Heritage 
Initiative. The project has resulted in apartments within the 
original historic building, as well as a collection of new build 
cottages in the rear courtyard which are in keeping with the 
Georgian style. Throughout the restoration, Michael Dunlop 
persisted in the aim for quality craftsmanship, materials and finish 
to respect for the building’s heritage. Overall the project acted as 
a catalyst for stimulating regeneration and has become a symbol 
for the reversal of fortunes within the town.

The Grade B1 listed Charles Sheils Almshouses situated in 
Killough were built in 1868 by Lanyon, Lynn and Lanyon through 
the benevolence of Charles Sheils. At the beginning of the 21st 
century the houses were added to the Heritage at Risk Register. 
The Charity invested just under £3 million pounds into the 
restoration of the 31 houses so the Charity could maintain the 
ethos of Charles Sheils’ original bequest. The restoration aimed to 
preserve the exterior and as many of the original internal features 
as possible, as well as conserving the grounds and saving the listed 
trees. The historically and architecturally significant buildings have 
now been saved and the houses again fulfil their original purpose 
of providing a place of refuge to those in need.

SHORTLISTED: CATEGORY 2

IAN WILSON, CHIEF 
EXECUTIVE & GRAND 
OPERA HOUSE TRUST 

GRAND OPERA HOUSE BELFAST

PETER ACHESON & 
CHARLES SHEILS CHARITY

CHARLES SHEILS 

CHARITY ALMSHOUSES

KILLOUGH 

MICHAEL DUNLOP
THE MERCHANT HOUSE

DONAGHADEE

BEST MAJOR REGENERATION OF A 
HISTORIC BUILDING OR PLACE (OVER £1M)

The Grand Opera House, is one of the jewels in the catalogue of 
Frank Matcham theatres dotted across the UK. To mark the theatre’s 
125th anniversary, the Grand Opera House Trust embarked on the 
biggest restoration project since the 1970s to return this matchless 
heritage asset to its former glory. Work began in January 2020 to 
conserve the auditorium and reconfigure earlier modifications to fit 
the needs of theatre productions today. Decowell led the restoration 
and conservation of the ornate auditorium plasterwork and detail, 
the seats were replaced and new carpets were laid. The auditorium 
equipment was also upgraded, so that the sound, lighting, access and 
stage equipment is now fully compatible with the most sophisticated 
modern theatre productions.

The Grand Opera House is an iconic building in Northern Ireland and 
the restoration project has secured the building for future generations.
 



Reimagine, Remake, Replay is led by a consortium including Nerve 
Centre and National Museums NI and is funded by the National 
Lottery Heritage Fund. The project engages young people with a range 
of heritage projects where participatory engagement and youth-led 
activities occur regularly. Niamh Kelly joined the project in 2018 and 
impressed with her response to the ‘youth-led’ ethos, her infectious 
enthusiasm and creative input. This led to her securing a full-time 
paid role as the project’s Youth Ambassador in January 2020 and her 
contribution since has been monumental. Niamh has led creative 
heritage programmes, organised youth-led online events, and has 
been instrumental in the creation of steering groups which address 
specific interests of young people. Niamh has also developed a Youth 
Manifesto for museums to commit to youth engagement, ensuring 
young people remain engaged with our heritage into the future.

Armagh Townscape Heritage 3D Project was conceived to bring an 
appreciation of the unique architectural identity of Armagh to local 
primary schools as part of a five year regeneration programme. Peter 
McNeil, a former head of technology, developed a creative learning 
programme for P6 and P7 students.
The first activity used sketching to enhance knowledge of heritage 
and the environment. In a hope to inspire future architects, engineers 
and historians, the children sketched Georgian doors, fireplaces and 
houses. The second activity used Minecraft to recreate Armagh’s iconic 
7th House, which has also received funding as part of the project. The 
project has passed on the legacy of Armagh’s built heritage to a future 
generation, while also developing their critical skills and contributing to 
their wider education. 

In November 2019, Portrush Heritage Group were awarded funding 
under the 148th Open Legacy Fund to create a resource that would 
allow children to explore the heritage of Portrush. The project, named 
‘Young Explorer Portrush or YEP’, was led by Heritage Group committee 
member Jade Thorne, a teacher at Carnalridge Primary School. Jade 
recognised that classes could draw on Portrush’s own natural and man-
made assets to contribute to learning as part of the NI Curriculum. Jade 
approached all four local Primary Schools to work together to develop 
the YEP! App as a tool to implement this learning into the classroom. 
The Young Explorers Portrush App works to create a full and interactive 
heritage adventure across Portrush. The adventures cover History, 
Geography, Science and Technology and the intention is to educate our 
children in Portrush’s history and stories to foster a passion for heritage 
from an early age.

SHORTLISTED: CATEGORY 3

NIAMH KELLY
REIMAGINE, REMAKE, REPLAY

JADE THORNE
YEP! PORTRUSH

ARMAGH TOWNSCAPE 
HERITAGE INITIATIVE

ARMAGH TOWNSCAPE HERITAGE 

3D PROJECT

BEST CONTRIBUTION TO A HERITAGE 
PROJECT BY YOUNG PEOPLE

Peter Scott has been a lifelong railway enthusiast and was a founding 
member of the Railway Preservation Society of Ireland in 1964. In 
2006 he was awarded an MBE for services to railway preservation. 
His experience as a professional railway engineer and his innate talent 
for innovation meant that he was a natural to head up restoration at 
Whitehead. He built a huge resource of engineering equipment to 
overhaul steam locomotives, which has been invaluable to the RPSI in 
the development of heritage engineering skills. No. 131 was built in 
1901 and arrived at Whitehead in 2003 in scrap condition. It has now 
been restored and has been approved for operation on the railways 
throughout Ireland. Peter supervised the restoration, including sourcing 
missing parts and forging some from improvised drawings. No. 131 
now helps to keep Ireland’s railway heritage alive, as well as enabling 
skills to be passed down to future generations of engineers.

One Shore Street, Donaghadee dates to the early 1800s. It had 
retained the original shop front, but was in severe need of total 
restoration work. Paul Collins of Marlfield Joinery & Construction 
Ltd was contracted to undertake the restoration work in 2018. One 
Shore Street was Marlfield’s first large heritage restoration project. 
Working with support from The National Lottery Heritage Fund, 
the main aim of the project was to restore the original building 
as far as possible in order to protect its architectural heritage. 
Damaged roof timbers were replaced and finished with original 
Bangor blue slates, the walls were re-plastered using hydraulic 
lime and the original skirtings, architraves and wall panelling were 
replicated in the original Georgian style. The building is now a 
flourishing Bed and Breakfast, which retains its original character 
and restores the heritage of the building and town as a whole.

SHORTLISTED: CATEGORY 4

MARTIN McKENNA
ST MACARTAN’S CHURCH

(FORTH CHAPEL) 

AUGHER

PAUL COLLINS
ONE SHORE STREET

DONAGHADEE

PETER SCOTT
RSPI - WHITEHEAD 

RAILWAY MUSEUM

BEST CRAFTSMANSHIP OR APPRENTICE
ON A HERITAGE RESCUE OR REPAIR PROJECT

St Macartan’s Chapel was constructed between 1838-46 and is 
grade B+ listed. The Chapel is notable for its stained glass windows, 
designed in the workshops of Joshua Clarke & Sons. The windows 
commemorate local writer Rose Kavanagh and Archbishop Hughes 
who founded St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New York. 
Martin McKenna is a member of the Parish committee who led the 
restoration. The parish committee commissioned Chris McCollum 
to complete a conservation study for the church in 2019, following 
which Martin researched the best wood and storm glazing to ensure 
the glass is protected. His heritage building expertise was integral 
to ensuring the glass was cleaned correctly, in order to show the 
brilliance of the signature blues of the Clarke studio windows. The 
restoration work has insured the lasting legacy of this church, that is 
important not only in the community, but on a national scale.
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Killymoon Castle was rebuilt on the original site by renowned 
architect John Nash. It is an asymmetrical structure with both 
round and square towers and Regency Gothic interiors. After a 
turbulent history, John Coulter bought the castle and grounds in 
1922 and it remains the home of the Coulter family to this day. 
The family have overseen many stages of the castle, from family 
home, to military base during WWII and now a highly regarded tea 
room and wedding venue. Over the years, the family have carried 
out many complex maintenance projects, such as the restoration 
of the original library and the rescue of the cupola of the double 
staircase after it sustained major damage in the Cookstown golf 
course bomb attack in 1992.

SHORTLISTED: CATEGORY 5 SHORTLISTED: CATEGORY 6

US CONSULATE
US CONSULATE

DANESFORT

RAYMOND KITSON
GRACEHILL MORAVIAN CHURCH

THE COULTER FAMILY
KILLYMOON CASTLE

BEST MAINTENANCE OF A HISTORIC 
BUILDING OR PLACE

BEST RESEARCH, INTERPRETATION OR 
RECORDING OF A HISTORIC BUILDING OR PLACE

Danesfort is one of the finest and most impressive High Victorian 
mansions in Ulster, if not Ireland. It has been the home of the US 
Consulate since 2003, who have taken the utmost care to ensure 
the building is perfectly preserved. Essential security measures are 
sensitive and reversible. Built in 1864 by Newry born Architect 
J. W. Barre, the belvedere tower and numerous architectural 
features inside and out make the building unique and of local and 
national importance, leading to its listing in 1978. The maintenance 
is overseen by a dedicated management officer, J Reid Macdonald, 
and the ongoing cycle of care which ensures the building maintains 
its impressive appearance also ensures a constant cycle of 
employment for heritage building specialists.

Raymond Kitson has been nominated as the heritage angel 
responsible for the maintenance of Gracehill Moravian Church, 
Ballymena. Raymond is the volunteer property Steward for the 
church. He oversees a cyclical program of works that ensures the 
maintenance of the unique building, as well as providing continuous 
employment for craftspeople skilled in historic building techniques. 
The church is a Grade A listed building, built in 1765, which sits at 
the heart of the Gracehill Conservation area, Northern Ireland’s 
fist designated conservation area. Raymond has overseen the 
replacement of the church roof, clock face, regular painting projects, 
and the recent overhaul of the original organ. Raymond’s dedication 
to the building and maintenance manual will ensure the church 
remains in perfect condition for the next 250 years.
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J.A.K. Dean’s book, The Plight of the Big House in Northern Ireland, 
is the result of a lifetime’s research. Thanks to his intrepid work in 
the field, Dean has thrown a light on the history of buildings that are 
derelict or demolished. Nearly 200 buildings, lost or at risk, across 
the six counties of Northern Ireland are recorded. Each entry in 
the compilation combines research and field notes with copious 
references, backed up by a comprehensive bibliography. In addition, 
pictures, drawings and photographs have been sourced for nearly 
every entry. By describing the architecture of the houses and relating 
this to family history, Dean has brought little known buildings to the 
attention of a wider public. Through highlighting the perilous state of 
the remaining big houses, his work should help to ensure that more 
care is taken of those that remain.

The book originated in Armagh County Museum as part of ABC 
Council’s response to ‘2018 European Year of Cultural Heritage’. 
Sean Barden worked with heritage sites across Armagh and the 
focus became buildings associated with Armagh’s Primates. The 
book is illustrated with images drawn from the collections of the 
Armagh Observatory, the Cardinal O’Fiaich Library, the County 
Museum and the Robinson Library; all four collaborated to create 
the text. Only material held in Armagh was used, which has resulted 
in a unique archive which safeguards the collections for the future.
The book is seen as a way of taking a fresh look at Armagh’s built 
heritage; the focus on how the Primates steered the development 
of the city underscores the distinctiveness of Armagh, whilst also 
demonstrating it as a centre of learning and culture.

ISOBEL HYLANDS
FRIENDS OF 

SHANKHILL GRAVEYARD

BISHOPS AND BUILDINGS
A PICTORIAL CELEBRATION OF 

ARMAGH’S ARCHITECTURE

SEAN BARDEN

J.A.K. (DIXIE) DEAN
THE PLIGHT OF THE BIG HOUSE 

IN NORTHERN IRELAND

Isobel was inspired to create the Friend’s of Shankill Graveyard 
after a spate of anti-social behaviour caused severe damage to a 
number of headstones. Shankill Graveyard is an important site 
within Lurgan, containing the Brownlow Mausoleum with links 
to the Brownlow House and the founders of Lurgan, as well as 
mass famine graves and war memorials. Isobel recognised the 
importance of conserving and repairing the site, and has been a 
driving force behind its restoration, in collaboration with ABC 
Council. Security fences have been erected, some of the most 
significant headstones have been protected, and a condition 
study has been carried out on the Brownlow Mausoleum. Future 
works include securing the structural integrity of the mausoleum, 
installing security cameras and continuing their programme of 
walking tours.
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Meet the judges . . .

Wendy is the presenter of BBC Radio Ulster’s Inside 
Business programme. One of Northern Ireland’s best 
known journalists and broadcasters, in a career spanning 
more than 40 years she has worked in local and regional 
newspapers, commercial radio and for the BBC, both on 
radio and television, in Northern Ireland and nationwide.

DR WENDY AUSTIN MBE

HOST

Des is Chair of the Institute of Historic Building 
Conservation, Northern Ireland Branch. He has more 
than 30 years of experience in working in Architecture 
and Conservation, is a CIAT accredited conservationist, 
Chartered Architectural Technologist and Fellow of the 
Chartered Institute of Building. He runs Des Cairns 
Architecture based in Lisburn, and has worked on a variety 
of projects including churches, cathedrals, schools, hotels 
and dwellings. 

DES CAIRNS

Claire-Rose Canavan is the first Northern Ireland 
Development Officer for Heritage Trust Network. Claire-
Rose started a month ago and before has nearly 10 year’s 
experience in Arts, Culture and Heritage sector across 
Northern Ireland. Past jobs included working for the 
Audience Development Agency in Northern Ireland, Thrive, 
which is all about connecting people to what you do. Also, 
Claire-Rose has also worked in the National Trust as a 
Visitor Experience officer. 

CLAIRE-ROSE CANAVAN

Mukesh was appointed Trustee and Chair of the Northern 
Ireland Committee of the Heritage Lottery Fund in August 
2020. He has worked in the travel and tourism industry for 
nearly 30 years and he is a committee and board member of 
a number of charities across Northern Ireland that promote 
the arts, community cohesion and the prevention of racism, 
sectarianism and hate crime. Mukesh is a committee member 
of The Prince’s Trust Northern Ireland, and has been a 
festival director of the Belfast Mela since 2006.

MUKESH SHARMA MBE
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David is a General Practitioner and Clinical Director 
in Co. Antrim. He is a foundation trustee and chair 
of Gracehill Old School Trust (GhOST) which has 
led conservation activities in the village of Gracehill, 
Northern Ireland’s first designated conservation area. He 
has been chairman of the Ulster Architectural Heritage 
Society since 2011 and was awarded an OBE in the 
Queen’s Birthday Honours in June 2015 for services to 
the community and services to the Built Heritage Sector. 
David and his family live in a listed building in Gracehill 
Conservation area, and actively support built heritage 
initiatives including opening their home annually as part of 
the European Heritage Open Days (EHOD) scheme.

HEAD JUDGE

DR DAVID JOHNSTON OBE ULSTER ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE

| 15

Manus is Assistant Director of the Historic 
Environment Division, Department for Communities, 
based in Derry-Londonderry. He manages the Heritage 
Advice and Regulation Branch, developing strategic 
heritage initiatives and the production of guidance and 
funding schemes. He led the Division’s listing team 
between 2006 and 2015 and an area architect teams. 
Manus, in a personal capacity, is a watercolour artist 
under the title Marks of Time.

MANUS DEERY DEPARTMENT for COMMUNITIES

William is Director of the CITB NI’s Strategic Services 
Division and has responsibility for engaging with the NI 
construction industry and stakeholders to understand the 
training needs of the sector and ensure the standard and 
provision of training is sufficient to meet the needs of the 
industry. William was responsible for initiating the 2009 
training skills analysis of the built heritage sector in Ireland 
in partnership with the National Heritage Training Group. 
With funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund and other 
stakeholders, William has managed several traditional 
building skills training programmes that increase the 
heritage training provision available in Northern Ireland.

WILLIAM McMULLAN CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY TRAINING BOARD NI



Soak up the festive spirit in the city

www.belfastcity.gov.uk/christmas

Starting Saturday 20 November

Seasonal window displays

Lighting and illuminations

Fairy tale themed fun

Magical musical performances

Plus enchanted evenings 20 and 21 Nov and 
pop-up weekend entertainment from 27 Nov

In the run-up to Christmas enjoy:
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Find out more

www.citbni.org.uk
028 90 825466

CITB NI
Construction Industry  
Training Board

Encouraging the adequate training 
of those employed or intending to be 
employed in the construction industry.

Improving the skills & productivity of 
construction in NI.

Providing careers and training advice, 
courses and grants for training to help 
construction companies improve their 
skills & competitive edge.

17 Dundrod Road, Crumlin, Co. Antrim, BT29 4SR.



Described as ‘an immensely gifted storyteller’, 
Brigid O’Neill is an award-winning singer songwriter 
with a critically acclaimed catalogue of released 
music and recipient of numerous music industry 
awards. As curator for the three years of the 
UAHS Heritage in Song project, Brigid wrote and 
collaborated with other revered local songwriters 
to write much loved songs about some of NI’s most 
iconic built heritage.

Marcus Patton is a retired architect who has drawn 
buildings all his life. He still can’t draw a straight 
line, but has depicted thousands of buildings 
in many parts of the world and illustrated and 
authored a number of books; including the popular 
Central Belfast: An Historical Gazetteer and Bedside 
Book of Dormers and Other Delights.

Padraig Regan is the author of two poetry 
pamphlets: Delicious (Lifeboat, 2016) and Who 
Seemed Alive & Altogether Real (Emma Press, 2017). 
In 2015, they were a recipient of an Eric Gregory 
Award, and in 2020 they were awarded the 
Ireland Chair of Poetry Bursary Prize. They hold 
a PhD from the Seamus Heaney Centre, Queen’s 
University Belfast. Their first book Some Integrity 
will be published by Carcanet in early 2022.

BRIGID O’NEILL

MARCUS PATTON

PADRAIG REGAN
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Meet the mentors:

Christopher Barr is an Irish artist and educator based 
in Belfast/Dublin. His photographic work has been 
exhibited widely in galleries, public spaces and festivals 
all over the world; including at the 4th International 
Photography Festival where he represented Ireland. His 
publications include, ELLEMEN Shanghai, The Wall Street 
Journal, The Sunday Times, The Guardian, The Irish Times, 
The Independent, Vogue and Variety. Christopher teaches 
part time on several courses at Ulster University and 
also teaches Belfast Exposed Levels 1-4, Belfast Exposed 
Futures Mentoring Program and Belfast Photo Workshops.

CHRISTOPHER BARR PHOTOGRAPHY

PROSE

Jan Carson is a writer and community arts facilitator 
based in Belfast, Northern Ireland. She has a novel, 
Malcolm Orange Disappears and short story collection, 
Children’s Children, (Liberties Press), two micro-fiction 
collections, Postcard Stories 1 and 2 (Emma Press) and a 
short story collection, The Last Resort (Doubleday). Her 
novel The Fire Starters (Doubleday) won the EU Prize 
for Literature for Ireland 2019, the Kitschies Prize for 
Speculative Fiction 2020 and was shortlisted for the 
Dalkey Book Prize 2020. Her third novel, The Raptures 
will be published in spring 2022.

JAN CARSON

The ‘Heritage Ar ts Challenge’  opened the doors to 

allow everyone to take part in Heritage Angel Awards Northern Ireland 

2021–not just those who have completed, or taken part in a specific 

larger scale heritage project. 

Participants were invited to celebrate their local heritage through the 

creative arts and to develop their skills through a series of workshops 

lead by local artists. Selected participants were then chosen to develop 

their work with the mentors in illustration, song writing, poetry, prose 

and photography. 
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The Heritage Arts Challenge was funded by National 
Lottery Heritage Fund Northern Ireland.
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Meet the par tic ipants:

Rachel is an illustrator & designer-maker living in Belfast. 
She graduated in Fine Art (Printmaking) in the 1990s, and 
since graduation has worked mostly in either freelance 
graphic design, the media or her own design business. 
She has been studying illustration part time since 2019. 
Over the last few years, she has been drawing Northern 
Irish buildings and landmarks. During the pandemic this 
really came to the forefront and she focussed heavily on 
sketching & illustrating the buildings that people loved, 
that we all missed and that we realised so clearly during 
lockdown, are a much more important part of our 
everyday life than simply the backdrop.

This is the first time Helen has had a story published.  
She chose to write about Barry’s Amusements because 
she wanted to celebrate buildings which are significant in 
people’s lives. These aren’t necessarily the grander ones 
with strong architectural significance. 

Mary is a retired Town and Country Planner, who 
specialised in Community Planning and Rural Town and 
Village design; although her primary degree included 
reading English Literature. Mary has also been a National 
Tidy Towns adjudicator for several years. She is now 
a Family Carer for her husband. She has a passion for 
Architecture, Archaeology, Travel, Conversation, and 
Poetry, and loved the idea of marrying these passions 
through literature. She also finds writing very therapeutic, 
and a great way to meditate and de-stress. 

Monika has been a hobbyist photographer for the last 16 
years. She loves exploring Northern Ireland and capturing 
lovely places or moments. Until entering the Heritage 
Arts Challenge, Monika had honed her skills by taking 
many photos with different settings and using YouTube as 
her mentor! 

Rosalind is a Sculptor influenced by the disappearing green 
landscapes across Northern Ireland. She is interested 
in disappearing architecture and the preservation of 
heritage, and before the Heritage Arts Challenge she had 
no experience of photography. For her submission, she 
decided take images of places she passed while working 
on the peatlands of County Tyrone as Artist in Residence 
over the last two years.

John has always been interested in song writing and music 
in general, and during lockdown he decided to renew his 
interest, when he had plenty of time to spare! After he 
heard Brigid O’Neill’s song, Window Seat, about Austin’s in 
the Diamond in Derry, he thought it would be interesting 
to have a go at writing a song about a place. He penned 
several songs, working on a Yamaha keyboard, before 
submitting his piece on the Tropical Ravine; which is a 
place he has particularly enjoyed visiting.
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With special thanks to:

Host
Wendy Austin

Steering Group
Colm Donnelly
Margaret Edwards 
Angela Lavin 
Sarah McNamee 
Caroline Maguire 
Marcus Patton
Amanda Stevenson
David Tittle 

UAHS Staff Team
Maura Ahern
Sebastian Graham 
Errin McElhinney
Isabel McKernan 
Victoria Sharpe
And all of our volunteers

Judging Panel
Wendy Austin
Des Cairns
Claire-Rose Canavan
Manus Deery
David Johnston
William McMullan
Mukesh Sharma
 

Media Support
Paudie Fearon: Wibble
Will McConnell
Voiceover: Mike Philpott
Liam McArdle
The Irish News

Funders
Andrew Lloyd Webber Foundation
Department for Communities
CITB NI
National Lottery Heritage Fund

Heritage Arts Challenge
Christopher Barr
Jan Carson
Brigid O’Neill
Marcus Patton
Padraig Regan

Production Management
Focus AV

Graphic Design
Alison Gault: g2 design
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Thank you for attending the

Keep up to date with future UAH awards and events by following us 
on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram, or sign up for our newsletter 
and browse events at www.ulsterarchitecturalheritage.org.uk 


